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Columbia  River  Bar 

Painting  by  Cleveland  Rockwell  (1884) 
Captain  Ravel's  steam  tug  towing  a 
sailing  vessel  outbound  over  the  bar. 


Captain  George  Flavel 
(1823—1893) 


Music  Room  Fireplace 
Hand  carved  wood. 

Tile  surround  from  France. 
(Photographs  by  Andrew  E.  Cier) 
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20  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  FLAVEL 

By  Jim  Dennon 

One  of  the  first  Columbia  River  bar  pilots,  he 
amassed  a  colossal  fortune  and  was  famous  in 
marine  circles  throughout  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

31  THE  CAPTAIN'S  FAMILY 

The  Captain's  wife,  Mary  Christina  Boelling,  was 
one  of  Clatsop  County's  earliest  pioneers.  Son, 
George  Conrad  Flavel  and  grandson,  Harry 
Melville  Flavel,  were  successful  businessmen  and 
continued  the  family  line.  Daughters  Nellie  and 
Katie  were  talented  musicians  and  brought  the 
culture  of  classical  music  to  Astoria. 

42  FLAVEL  HOTEL  AND  SEAPORT 

The  seaport  named  for  Captain  Flavel 
blossomed  twice  at  Tansy  Point,  in  Warrenton: 
first  in  1897  and  again  in  1915. 
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By  Vera  Whitney  Gault 
The  Clatsop  County  Historical  Society  has  roots 
going  back  to  the  Oregon  Pioneer  Association 
organized  here  in  1871 .  The  society  operates 
three  unique  museums  in  Astoria. 
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COVER:  Captain  Flavel  House,  acrylic  painting 
by  Northwest  artist,  Norma  L.  Schneider. 

Ms.  Schneider  specializes  in  painting  historical 
structures  and  beautiful  buildings.  She  has  won 
best  of  show  and  Mayor's  award  with  her  work. 


CUMTUX:  Chinook  jargon: 

'To  know  . . .  acknowledge  ...  to  inform." 


(Above)  The  Flavel  House,  drca  1890,  as  it  appeared 
when  Captain  Flavel  lived  in  it.  In  1984,  the  house  was 
repainted  in  the  original  colors:  antique  gold  with  olive 
green  and  chocolate  brown  trims.  (CCHS  # 4729-965 .) 

(Right)  The  first  Flavel  House  floor  plans,  1884. 

(By  the  architect,  Carl  W.  Leick.) 

(Below)  The  Flavel  House,  circa  1910,  after  it  had  been 
painted  white  with  red  trim.  (CCHS  photo  #4424-965.) 
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*2 Tie  l Historic  ^(aveC  9-knise 

Built  in  1885 


This  magnificent  mansion 

on  a  full  city  block  in  the  center  of 
Astoria  was  the  home  of  Captain  George 
Flavel  (1823-1893),  pioneer  Columbia 
River  bar  pilot  and  wealthy 
entrepreneur.  Capt.  Flavel  was  62  when 
this  home  was  built  in  1885  and  had  just 
become  founder  and  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Astoria.  His  wife, 
Mary  Christina  Boelling,  46,  was  the 
daughter  of  Conrad  Boelling,  1848 
pioneer  and  early  Astoria  hosteler.  The 
family,  including  daughters  Nellie,  27, 
and  Katie,  21,  moved  into  their  new 
home  upon  its  completion.  Their  son, 
George  Conrad  Flavel,  30,  was  married 
and  in  his  own  home. 

Captain  Flavel  passed  away  in  1893. 
Daughter  Nellie,  the  last  member  of  the 
original  family,  died  in  1933.  In  1936, 
great-granddaughter  Patricia  Jean  Havel 
deeded  the  property  to  Clatsop  County 
for  public  use  as  a  Flavel  family 
memorial.  The  building  was  used  for 
county  health  and  Red  Cross  offices 
through  World  War  II.  Since  1951,  the 
Havel  House  has  been  a  museum,  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Clatsop  County  His¬ 
torical  Society,  dedicated  to  the 
preservation  of  the  rich  heritage  of  this 
region. 

Architect  Carl  Leick 

German  born  architect  Carl  W.  Leick 
announced  in  the  Daily  Astorian  on 
December  27,  1883  that  his  new  "office 
was  over  the  White  House  store,  ready  to 
furnish  plans  and  specifications  of  all  de¬ 
scriptions."  He  came  to  Astoria  from  San 
Francisco,  commissioned  by  Captain 
Flavel  to  design  and  supervise  the  build¬ 
ing  of  this  elegant  Victorian  home  for  his 
family. 


Portions  of  the  house,  including 
window  louvres,  shutters  and  stairway 
components,  were  precut  and  numbered 
in  New  England,  then  shipped  around 
the  Horn.  The  doors  and  woodwork  are 
of  Philippine  mahogany  with  etched 
bronze  hardware.  Ceilings  are  14  feet 
high,  embellished  with  plaster  mould¬ 
ings.  The  tubing  around  the  perimeter  of 
the  ceilings  is  for  hanging  pictures.  The 
house  has  7,300  square  feet  of  floor  space, 
is  70  feet  wide  by  100  feet  long,  two  and 
a  half  stories  tall  (the  tower  three  stories), 
and  has  a  single  story  rear  portion,  plus 
a  full  basement.  The  roof  and  veranda 
are  topped  with  wrought  iron  cresting. 

Construction  of  the  Havel  House 
began  in  1884,  and  was  completed  in 
1885.  The  builder  was  Peter  Bayrd  (1845- 
1939).  Cost  of  the  building  in  1885  was 
estimated  about  $36,000.  With  gold  at 
$20  an  ounce  in  1885,  the  cost  was  1,800 
ounces  (approximately  $675,000  now). 

Landscaping 

Captain  Havel  acquired  the  block  for 
his  family's  new  home  from  bar  pilot 
Capt.  Asa  Cole  Farnsworth  (1819-1874). 
Two  years  before  the  mansion  was  built, 
the  entire  block  was  enclosed  with  a 
stately  fence.  Havel's  gardener,  known 
as  "Old  Louis,"  planted  trees,  fine  roses, 
and  many  varieties  of  bulbs  and  shrubs. 
When  the  plans  were  drawn  for  the 
building,  most  of  the  landscaping  had 
been  done. 

The  largest  tree  on  the  grounds  is  a 
Sequoia  over  100  years  old.  The  gnarled 
tree  on  the  side  is  a  Camperdown  Elm. 
The  four-trunked  Gingko  tree  is  a  native 
of  eastern  China.  The  white  cedar  in 
front  was  brought  from  Coos  Bay  in  1872 
by  Capt.  Wass  in  the  tug  Astoria. 
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(Drawings  by  John  E.  Goodenberger .) 


Queen  Anne  Style 

The  exterior  of  the  building  is  strongly 
influenced  by  Queen  Anne  style  architec¬ 
ture,  one  of  the  finest  surviving  examples 
of  this  type  of  architecture  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest.  The  elements  which  charac¬ 
terize  the  Queen  Anne  style  are  the 
hipped  roof  with  the  wrought  iron  crest¬ 
ing,  the  shingled  siding,  and  the  veranda. 
The  three  story  octagonal  tower,  with 
conical  roof  and  variegated  red  cedar 
shingling,  is  also  suggestive  of  the  Queen 
Anne  tradition. 

Circa  18%,  the  house  was  repainted 
white  with  red  trim  to  acquire  the 
colonial  revival  appearance,  and  re¬ 
mained  white  for  88  years.  As  a  volunteer 
in  1983,  Astoria  architect  John  E. 
Goodenberger  determined  the  original 
1885  paint  scheme.  For  its  centennial  in 
1984,  the  Flavel  House  was  repainted  in 
the  original  colors:  antique  gold  with 
olive  green  and  chocolate  brown  trims. 

Italianate  Features 

The  house  has  Italianate  features  as 
well,  which  include  the  bracketed  eaves, 
the  hooded  moldings  above  the  win¬ 
dows,  and  the  decorative  columns  on  the 
veranda. 

Eastlake  Style  Interior 

Prominent  inside  the  house  is  the 
elaborate  Eastlake  style  woodwork 
around  the  doors,  windows  and  stair¬ 
cases,  and  the  sculptured  hardware  on 
the  door  handles  and  hinges.  Shutters 
which  recess  into  the  inside  reveals  of  the 
windows,  augmented  with  curtains, 
manipulate  natural  light  and  provide 
insulation. 

Although  there  are  some  original 
pieces  which  will  be  noted,  most  of  the 
furniture  displayed  is  not  original  to  the 
house,  but  was  collected  by  the  Historical 
Society  and  is  generally  of  the  Eastlake 
tradition. 
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Doors  in  the  house  are  nine  feet  high. 
The  music  room  and  formal  parlor  have 
doors  which  slide  out  of  sight  into  the 
walls. 

Heat  and  Lighting 

A  large  wood  furnace  on  the  dirt 
floored  basement  burned  three  foot  logs, 
the  original  central  heating  system. 

Some  original  gas  light  fixtures 
remain:  by  the  circular  stairway  and  in 
the  half  bath.  Well  before  the  turn  of  the 
century,  this  house  was  among  the  first 
in  Astoria  wired  for  electricity.  Elegant 
chandeliers  appropriate  for  the  parlors 
were  donated  and  installed  during 
rehabilitation. 

Six  Elaborate  Fireplaces 

Fireplaces  were  a  hobby  of  Captain 
Flavel,  who  liked  warmth,  comfort  and 
luxury.  There  are  six  fireplaces  in  the 
house,  all  different  (in  the  music  room, 
dining  room  and  library  on  the  first  floor, 
and  in  three  bedrooms  on  the  second 
floor).  The  elaborate  mantels  are  hand- 
carved  of  cherry,  mahogany,  walnut  and 
maple.  Each  fireplace  has  a  different  tile 
surround,  imported  from  craftsmen  in 
Europe  and  Asia.  The  shallow  metal 
fireboxes  with  different  patterns  were 
designed  for  burning  coal. 

Rockwell  and  Trullinger  Art 

Captain  Flavel  was  a  patron  of  the  arts 
and  in  1884  commissioned  maritime  art¬ 
ist  Cleveland  Rockwell  (1837-1907)  to 
paint  two  views  of  the  Columbia  River 
bar,  which  hang  in  the  grand  hallway. 
He  also  commissioned  a  portrait  of  his 
favorite  vessel,  the  Barkentine  Jane  A. 
Falkenberg  under  full  sail,  now  over  the 
mantel  in  the  Captain's  bedroom. 

The  stained  glass  transom  window 
above  the  main  entrance  (a  sailing  ship 
in  an  oval)  was  designed  by  Rockwell 
and  is  original  to  the  house. 

Also  exhibited  are  paintings  by  John 


H.  Trullinger,  an  Astoria  native  who 
studied  in  Paris  in  the  early  twentieth 
century  and  whose  father  started  the  first 
electric  power  generating  plant  in 
Astoria. 

Grand  Hallway 

The  two  magnificent  1884  marine 
paintings  by  Cleveland  Rockwell  are  still 
in  the  grand  hallway. 

Originally,  the  large  carpeted  down¬ 
stairs  hall  was  furnished  with  a 
mahogany  horsehair  sofa,  a  leather  sofa, 
a  carved  leather  table,  two  carved  wood 
chairs,  a  cane  chair,  a  table,  a  coat  and  hat 
stand,  two  Cloisonne  vases,  and  paint¬ 
ings. 

A  speaking  tube  in  the  hallway 
assisted  communication  with  those  on 
the  upper  floor.  The  hallway  tem¬ 
porarily  serves  as  the  Ravel  Museum's 
gift  shop. 

Formal  Parlor 

(See  color  photo  on  inside  back  cover.) 
The  front  parlor  was  reserved  for  the 
most  formal  occasions  and  was  elegantly 
furnished:  a  sofa  and  table,  arm  chairs, 
fancy  chairs,  a  large  cabinet,  a  marble 
bust  and  pedestal,  pictures  and  curiosi¬ 
ties. 

The  principal  furnishings  and  their 
donors  are:  The  Tiffany  type  French  art 
glass  chandelier  originated  from  the 
William  P.  O'Brien  —  Marshall  Leathers 
home  (Michael  Foster).  The  Belgian  side¬ 
board  (Lay  Martin)  contains  the  crystal 
of  Peter  L.  Cherry  who  was  British  Vice- 
Consul  at  Astoria  (Mrs.  Harry  Cherry). 
The  settee  and  chairs  came  from  the  Gus 
Holmes  estate  (Capt.  Ray  and  Gail  Col¬ 
lins).  The  rare  Marshall  &  Weldon  piano, 
over  100  years  old,  was  named  for  the 
grandchildren  of  the  manufacturer, 
Chickering  (Classroom  Teachers  of 
Astoria).  The  luxurious  blue  carpet  is 
Chinese,  from  the  Miller  estate  (Michael 
Foster). 
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Music  Room 


The  music  parlor  was  the  center  of 
musical  recitals  by  the  Flavel  daughters. 
Miss  Nellie  was  an  accomplished  pianist 
and  church  organist.  Miss  Katie  sang 
with  a  coloratura  soprano  voice.  Both 
studied  music  in  San  Francisco,  New 
York  and  Europe.  When  they  were  not 
traveling,  both  lived  out  their  lives  in  this 
mansion  and  never  married. 

The  fireplace  mantel  is  finely  hand- 
carved  wood  with  cherry  finish.  The  tile 
surround  came  from  France.  Originally 
the  room  had  royal  blue  velvet  draperies 
at  the  tall  windows,  with  oriental  rugs 
centered  on  the  parquet  edged  floor. 

The  furnishings  in  the  music  room  are 
not  original  to  the  house,  but  reflect  the 


Victorian  use  of  diverse  textures  and 
styles.  Principal  pieces  and  donors  are: 
Pump  organ  (Adolph  Numberg  family); 
pink  velvet  fainting  couch  (Michael 
Foster);  furniture  from  the  Marshall 
Leathers  estate  (Capt.  Ray  and  Gail  Col¬ 
lins);  clock  (Louis  "Fritz"  Sovey);  inlaid 
desk,  and  two  tables  (Lay  Martin).  The 
piano  is  an  Emerson  (Nellie  Kindred). 
The  painting.  Lady  with  a  Parasol,  by  John 
H.  Trullinger  was  exhibited  at  Paris  in 
1909  (Mrs.  Tess  Mack).  Centered  on  the 
parquet  bordered  floor  is  a  rich,  thick 
carpet  (Rolph  Klep). 

The  chandelier  originated  from  the 
Astoria  Savings  Bank  (that  building  now 
the  Astoria  City  Hall). 


(Photographs  by  Andrew  E.  Cier.) 


Original  furniture 
included  an  organ,  a 
Steinway  grand 
piano  (a  gift  from 
Captain  Flavel  to  his 
daughter,  Nellie),  a 
cherry  colored  cabi¬ 
net,  a  glass  doored 
cabinet,  three  tables 
(two  fancy,  one 
plain),  a  wicker  sofa, 
a  wicker  rocking 
chair,  two  wicker 
chairs,  two  cush¬ 
ioned  rockers,  one 
musical  chair  (a  blue 
velvet  stool  which 
played  music  when 
you  sat  down  on  it), 
three  cane  chairs,  one 
red  stuffed  chair,  one 
standing  lamp,  one 
brass  fireplace  set, 
one  clock,  four  vases, 
pictures  and  bric-a- 
brac.  Chair  cushions 
were  red  and  blue. 


Library  Family  Room 


The  library  was  the  heart  of  the  house. 
Family  togetherness  and  neighborly  vis¬ 
iting  was  here,  in  comfortable  chairs  by  a 
glowing  fireplace.  A  library  table  held 
magazines,  a  stereoscope  and  photo¬ 
graphs.  Book  cases  in  the  background 
were  full  of  treasures.  Very  pleasant 
hours  were  spent  in  this  room. 

The  fireplace  is  handcarved  of 
mahogany.  The  green  tiles  came  from 
Algiers.  (See  this  fireplace  in  color  on  the 
inside  back  cover.) 

The  original  Flavel  library  table  was 
acquired  by  the  Historical  Society  in 
1989.  The  pair  of  ring-and-ball  chairs  are 
believed  made  by  George  Hunzinger  of 
New  York  between  1860-1895. 

Principal  donors  for  refurbishing  the 
library:  The  chandelier  came  from  an 
Astoria  restaurant  operated  by  the 
Franciscovich  family  (Natalie 
DeSassise).  The  writing  desk  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  room  came  from 


the  U.  S.  S.  Concord,  a  ship  scrapped  in 
Astoria  several  years  after  participating 
in  the  Battle  of  Manila  Bay  during  the 
Spanish  American  War  (the  Walters 
family).  The  plush  Persian  carpet  was  in 
the  Mahoney  family  for  many  years  (the 
Van  Dusen  family).  Mrs.  Robert  Booth 
gave  the  settee.  The  mounted  bird  collec¬ 
tion  was  presented  by  Alice  and  Rolf 
Klep.  The  beautiful  chair  needlepoint  in 
Victorian  motif  was  done  by  local  artist 
and  volunteer,  Barbara  Wagner. 

Originally  in  the  carpeted  library 
were  a  small  mahogany  sofa,  four  rock¬ 
ing  chairs  (one  stuffed,  two  cushioned, 
one  mahogany),  one  Morris  chair,  a  cush¬ 
ioned  chair,  a  black  chair  with  cane  seat, 
two  mahogany  chairs  with  horsehair 
seats,  a  large  stuffed  chair,  a  library  table, 
a  writing  desk,  a  cherry  bookcase,  brass 
table  and  standing  lamps,  an  iron  stand¬ 
ing  lamp,  one  clock,  plus  pictures  and 
bric-a-brac. 
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Dining  Room 


Fine  furnishings  made  dining  here 
very  enjoyable,  indeed.  Originally  in  the 
carpeted  room,  around  the  large  dining 
table,  were  ten  chairs.  There  was  a  china 
closet,  a  sideboard,  a  clock,  pictures  (one 
a  large  painting  of  grapes),  table  linen 
and  fancy  tableware. 

The  chandelier  came  from  Cze¬ 
choslovakia  and  illuminated  a  Catholic 
Church  in  Washington  state  before  find¬ 
ing  a  home  here. 

The  fireplace  mantelpiece  is  hand- 
carved  walnut.  The  fruit  tile  came  from 
Italy. 


The  principal  pieces  and  their  donors 
are:  dining  table  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur 
Dempsie);  chairs  (Dr.  William  M. 
Burget);  silver  service  (Captain  Ray  and 
Gail  Collins).  The  paintings  are  by 
pioneer  Astoria  artist,  John  Henry 
Trullinger  (Mrs.  Tess  Mack  and  the 
Trullinger  family). 

The  architect  originally  planned  the 
alcove  as  a  conservatory  for  plants.  The 
conservatory  door  once  led  outside  (but 
no  longer;  the  exit  stairway  is  gone). 

The  china  pantry  facilitated  serving, 
and  separates  the  dining  and  serving 
area  from  the  kitchen.  The  china  and 
sink  cabinets  in  the  pantry  are  original. 
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Kitchen 


In  the  kitchen  was  a  cooking  range,  ice 
box,  dish  closet  (sink),  two  kitchen  tables 
and  utensils. 

The  sink  cabinet  is  original.  The 
kitchen  has  been  refurbished  to  pre-elec¬ 
tric  days  with  a  Wedgewood  cook  stove, 
on  which  rests  sadirons.  One  of  the 
flatirons  was  owned  by  Captain  Flavel 
(donated  by  the  Flavel  family).  Also  orig¬ 
inal  and  used  in  the  house  was  the  brass 
lamp  oil  storage  can  (restored  by  May 
Miller). 


The  handmade  kitchen  chair  (one  of  a 
set  of  four)  was  a  gift  to  the  museum  from 
Mrs.  August  Hildebrand.  Her  father, 
Mathias  Christians,  purchased  the  chairs 
from  Captain  Jackson  Gregory  Hustler, 
who  had  made  them  as  a  pastime  while 
at  sea  in  1868. 

In  back  of  the  kitchen  was  the  wood 
room,  later  converted  to  an  apartment  for 
the  servants.  For  a  time  after  the  man¬ 
sion  became  a  museum,  the  apartment 
was  living  quarters  for  the 
curator-custodian. 
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Stairways 

At  the  foot  of  the  main  staircase  is  a 
beautiful  handcarved  piece  topped  with 
an  elegant  glass  and  brass  lamp.  A  win¬ 
dowed  landing  provides  rest  between 
the  two  flights  to  the  second  floor. 

From  the  china  pantry,  a  circular 
stairway  climbs  to  the  second  floor  and 
continues  to  the  attic.  Across  the  attic,  a 
short  stairway  leads  to  the  tower  and  a 
circular  stairway  leads  to  the  top  of  the 
tower.  Captain  Ravel  kept  a  marine  tele¬ 
scope  in  the  tower  for  viewing  activity  on 
the  river. 

Providing  an  image  of  photographic 
fantasy,  the  lady  alighting  from  the 
tower's  circular  stairs  is  LaRee  Johnson. 
(There  are  no  ghosts  in  Ravel  House). 

When  the  building  was  refurbished 
for  the  museum,  a  new  stairway  (entry 
under  main  stairs  landing)  was  added 
for  access  to  the  basement  exhibits. 


10 


(Photographs  by  Andrew  E.  Cier.) 


Main  Bath 

This  spacious  full  bathroom  is  at  the 
right  end  of  the  stairs  on  the  second  floor. 
The  marble-topped  sink,  the  wood 
covered  overhead  water  storage  and 
stool  are  original.  (The  house  was  indoor 
plumbed  with  running  water  from  the 
start.) 

This  room  was  refurbished  by  the 
Astoria  Zonta  Club  in  1961. 

The  original  half  bath  on  the  first  floor 
was  moved  across  the  hall  when  the 
basement  stairway  was  built. 


Upstairs  Security 

This  large  doored  privacy  gateway 
divides  the  family  bedrooms  from  the 
rest  of  the  house.  The  view  is  from  inside 
of  the  hall.  Visible  at  the  bottom  of  the 
double  doors  are  brackets  into  which  a 
two  by  four  (or  similar  bar)  was  placed 
for  additional  security. 

In  the  upstairs  hallway  are  two  large 
marine  paintings  and  a  table.  Originally 
in  this  hallway  were  two  mahogany 
chairs  with  horsehair  seats,  a  dresser, 
chiffonier  and  a  clock. 
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Patricia  Jean  Flavel 
Donor  of  Flavel  House 


Grandchildren's  Bedroom 

The  first  bedroom  at  the  top  of  the 
stairs  was  the  guest  bedroom.  Flavel 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren 
stayed  here  from  time  to  time  over  the 
years.  Original  furnishings  included  a 
wash-stand  and  set,  bed,  dresser,  rock¬ 
ers,  tables  and  chairs. 

This  was  Patricia  Ravel's  bedroom 
when  she  lived  here  as  a  child. 

The  fireplace  is  handcarved  maple 
wood  with  olive  green  tiles  from 
Belgium. 

Displayed  in  this  bedroom  are 
antique  19th  and  20th  century  toys. 
Among  the  toys  are  a  newborn  baby 
basket  used  by  the  1843  pioneer  Hobson 
family,  and  a  cradle  used  by  the  1849 
pioneer  Adair  family. 
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Nellie's  &  Katie 's 
Bedrooms 

Originally  in  the  Ravel  daughters' 
carpeted  rooms  were  bedsteads  and 
dressers,  wicker  chairs  and  rockers,  arm¬ 
chair  rockers  with  leather  seats,  fancy 
and  plain  tables,  and  pictures.  They 
shared  the  marble-topped  wash  basin 
between  their  rooms.  Shoes  and  clothing 
from  the  turn  of  the  century  are  exhibited 
in  the  closets. 

(Right)  Nellie  Ravel's  bedroom,  next 
to  the  guest  bedroom,  has  a  fireplace. 
The  red  upholstered  setee,  original  to  the 
house,  was  donated  by  the  Ravel  family. 
The  carpet  was  donated  by  Aimed  a 
Si  verson. 

(Below)  Katie  Ravel's  bedroom  is  at 
the  front  of  the  house  and  naturally 
lighted  by  more  windows.  The  Hud¬ 
son's  Bay  bed  was  donated  by  Violet  See, 
and  the  carpet  donated  by  Michael 
Foster. 


Nellie  and  Katie  (seated) 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Virginia  Johnson) 
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Captain  George  Flavel 


Captain  Havel's  Bedroom 

Captain  Flavel's  spacious  bedroom, 
with  ornate  handcarved  fireplace,  has 
some  of  the  same  furnishings  as  when  he 
slept  here.  Originally  in  the  Captain's 
carpeted  bedroom  were  a  bedstead, 
dresser,  marble-topped  table,  a  book¬ 
case,  two  rocking  chairs,  two  armchairs, 
and  pictures.  The  marble-topped  wash 
basin,  the  brown  velvet  chair  (from  the  R. 
M.  Leathers  family),  and  the  painting  of 
the  Captain's  favorite  ship,  the  Barken- 
tine  Jane  A.  Falkenberg  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  River,  are  original.  The 
mattress  and  springs  from  the  large  an¬ 
tique  bed  once  occupied  by  Captain 
Flavel  were  donated  by  the  Flavel  family. 

The  furnishings  and  their  donors  are: 
bed,  dresser  set  and  mirror  (August 
Hildebrand  family);  quilt  (Mrs.  John 
Tapscott);  bedspread  (Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  P. 
Moore);  carpet  (the  Van  Dusen  family). 
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Mrs.  Mary  Flavel's  Room 

Mrs.  Ravel's  bedroom  is  at  the  front 
of  the  house,  across  the  hall  from  Katie's. 

Mary  Ravel  had  in  her  room  a  bed¬ 
stead,  chiffonier,  dresser,  a  sofa,  two 
straight  chairs,  three  rocking  chairs,  a 
table  and  a  medicine  cabinet.  She  likely 
rested  and  enjoyed  the  view  from  a  sofa 
similar  to  this  one  (donated  by  Lay 
Martin)  in  the  alcove.  The  marble-topped 
wash  basin  is  original  to  the  house. 

On  exhibit  in  the  top  drawer  of  the 
dresser  is  a  handmade  candle  snuffer 
brought  to  Astoria  in  1859  by  Mary's 
father,  Conrad  Boelling. 

Funds  to  rehabilitate  Mary  Flavel's 
room  were  donated  by  Mrs.  Dennis  Hall 
of  Portland,  the  Astoria  Lioness  Club, 
and  a  group  of  bar  pilot's  wives  in 
memory  of  their  friend,  Mima  Plumlee. 

The  maple  bed  was  donated  by  Dr. 
William  M.  Burget. 


Mrs.  Mary  Flavel 
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Attic  Floor  and  Tower 

The  attic  floor  is  reached  by  the  spiral 
staircase,  but  closed  to  the  public  by 
order  of  the  fire  marshall's  office.  A  cav¬ 
ernous,  unfinished  ballroom,  plus  two 
plain  wood-wall  bedrooms  and  a  bath¬ 
room  originally  used  by  servants,  the 
attic  is  now  used  for  storage  by  the 
museum. 

As  long  as  members  of  the  Flavel 
family  lived  in  the  house,  they  employed 
a  staff  of  four:  a  cook,  building  cus¬ 
todian,  gardener  and  a  chauffeur. 

Basement  Exhibits 

Exhibited  in  the  basement  are:  early 
post  office  boxes,  telephone  switch¬ 
board,  old  courthouse  office  machines, 
various  kinds  of  wool  and  flax  spinning 
wheels,  oxen  yokes,  wagons  and  tools. 

The  horse-drawn  sleigh  owned  by  the 
Captain  George  Ravel  family  was  used 
to  get  around  on  the  mud-covered  streets 
of  Astoria,  and  when  it  occasionally 
snowed.  (The  sleigh  was  reconditioned 
and  presented  to  the  museum  by  May 
Miller  in  1968.) 

The  Victorian  pool  table  came  from 
the  luxurious  Ravel  Hotel,  built  in  1896 
for  a  rail-seaport  complex  at  Tansy  Point, 
Warrenton.  (The  pool  table  was  restored 
by  Capt.  Harvey  J.  Schroeder). 

House  Gift  to  City,  1934 

When  the  last  member  of  the  original 
family.  Miss  Nellie  Ravel,  died  on 
January  19, 1933,  she  left  the  Ravel  man¬ 
sion  to  her  grandniece,  Patricia  Jean 
Ravel  (Captain  George  Ravel's  great- 
granddaughter).  Still  attending  college. 
Miss  Patricia  gave  the  city  block  and 
mansion  to  the  public  in  1934,  as  a 
memorial  to  the  Ravel  family. 

City  Manager  Urged 
Flavel  House  Tom  Down 

Except  as  an  occasional  meeting 
place,  the  house  was  vacant  for  two 
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Servant's  quarters  in  the  attic. 


years.  On  June  16, 1936,  City  Manager  J. 
O.  Conville  recommended  the  Ravel  res¬ 
idence  be  razed  and  an  outdoor  commu¬ 
nity  park  established  on  the  property. 
He  said  the  city  had  no  funds  to  alter  the 
house  for  public  use.  While  "all  the  logic 
is  in  favor  the  old  house's  destruction," 
the  newspaper  on  the  following  day 
called  for  suggestions  to  preserve  the 
beautiful  old  house  that  would  not  be  a 
drain  on  the  taxpayers. 

On  June  30, 1936,  a  letter  to  the  editor 
appeared  from  Charles  I.  Homes  of  Ash¬ 
land,  Oregon:  "As  a  community  thinks, 
so  it  is.  Get  busy  to  raise  money  to  make 
it  a  community  center  with  old  relics  of 
days  gone  by;  a  gathering  place  ...  for 
benefit  of  all  the  community.  You  can  do 
something  to  preserve  this  old  building 
if  you  have  the  will." 

John  E.  Gratke's  Plea 

To  Save  Flavel  House 

From  New  York  City,  former  Astoria 
Budget  editor  and  publisher  John  E. 
Gratke  wrote  an  impassioned  plea  to  res¬ 
cue  the  Ravel  House  from  wreckers. 


published  on  the  front  page  on  July  1, 
1936:  "Your  editorial  of  June  17th  en¬ 
titled  'A  Landmark  Doomed'  prompts 
me  to  reach  across  the  continent  and  tell 
you  that  the  Flavel  Mansion  should 
stand  forever,  no  matter  what  it  costs,  as 
a  tribute  to  the  pioneer  spirit  that  the 
founder  of  the  Flavel  Estate  left  as  a 
heritage  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 
Astoria. 

"Macaulay  tells  us  that  a  people  who 
are  not  proud  of  their  forebearers,  will 
never  deserve  the  pride  of  their  descen¬ 
dants."  Gratke  recalled  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  Captain  George  Flavel  and  his 
family,  which  had  greatly  benefited 
Astoria  over  the  years.  John  Gratke  was 
co-owner  of  the  Astoria  Budget,  1913- 
1919.  He  died  in  1936,  a  few  months  after 
writing  his  plea  to  save  the  Flavel  house. 

Flavel  House  Given  to  County 

Beset  with  financial  difficulties,  on 
October  19,  1936,  the  City  of  Astoria  re¬ 
turned  the  property  to  the  donor. 

On  November  4, 1936,  Patricia  Flavel 
deeded  the  property  to  Clatsop  County. 
The  property  was  to  be  occupied  in  per¬ 
petuity,  keeping  the  residence  and 
grounds  in  good  repair  and  condition, 
and  used  for  public  purposes. 

Red  Cross  and  Health  Offices 

Clatsop  County  Judge  Guy  Boying- 
ton  accepted  the  property  and  said  the 
building  would  be  used  to  house  the 
County  relief  committee  then  using  the 
Ben  Hay  building;  also  the  Red  Cross 
offices  then  in  the  County  Courthouse. 
The  janitor  employed  for  the  Ben  Hay 
building  was  transferred  to  care  for  the 
Flavel  House.  The  offices  had  moved 
into  the  Flavel  House  by  May,  1937.  The 
Red  Cross  offices  were  on  the  first  floor 
and  the  Clatsop  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  on  the  second  floor. 

The  Cleveland  Rockwell  paintings 
had  been  removed  with  the  furniture 


from  the  Flavel  House  in  1934  and  stored 
in  Portland.  The  Astoria  Budget  on 
October  14,  1937,  reported  that  the  sea 
and  Columbia  River  paintings  were 
turned  over  to  the  County  by  Miss 
Patricia  Ravel  to  be  displayed  in  the 
Flavel  House. 

Flavel  House  Survived  Fire 

At  6  p.m.  on  Sunday  night.  May  20, 
1945,  a  passerby  saw  smoke  coming  out 
of  a  broken  window  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  Ravel  House.  The  Astoria  Fire 
Department  responded  immediately 
and  saved  the  building,  with  only  mini¬ 
mal  damage  to  the  upstairs  office  (bed¬ 
room).  A  faulty  wiring  connection  in  the 
refrigerator  overheated  a  bottle  of  ether 
which  exploded,  blowing  the  door  off  the 
refrigerator  and  breaking  the  window. 

Became  Museum  May  23, 1951 

The  Flavel  House  was  turned  over  to 
the  Clatsop  County  Historical  Society  for 
use  as  a  museum  on  May  23,  1951  by 
County  Judge  Guy  Boyington,  and 
County  Commissioners  Myron  E.  Jones 
and  Verne  Stratton.  Under  conditions  of 
the  deed  to  the  County  by  Miss  Patricia 
Ravel,  Clatsop  County  remains  the 
owner  of  the  property.  The  non-profit 
Clatsop  County  Historical  Society  oper¬ 
ates  the  museum  and  maintains  the 
grounds  and  interior  of  the  Ravel  House 
as  an  independent  contractor. 

Rehabilitation  Funds 

In  1951,  Mr.  Louis  M.  (Fritz)  Sovey  of 
San  Rafael,  California,  a  former  Astorian, 
donated  $2,000  to  rehabilitate  the  Ravel 
House  for  the  museum,  and  another 
$1,000  the  following  year.  Rehabilitation 
work  included  painting  the  exterior,  fin¬ 
ishing  the  basement  with  cement,  and 
installing  a  basement  access  stairway. 
The  basement  provided  the  space  for 
exhibiting  large  items. 
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Museum  Opened  June  1952 

The  grounds  were  overgrown  and  the 
entire  building  was  quite  a  challenge  to 
restore  it  as  a  museum.  Society  members 
met  once  a  week  and  put  in  long  hours 
scrubbing  and  redoing.  Floors  were 
sanded;  the  walls  cleaned  and  repainted. 
The  Lions  Club  donated  labor  restoring 
the  neglected  lawns.  The  first  curator- 
custodian,  Harry  W.  Davidson,  and  his 
wife  lived  in  the  pleasant  set  of  rooms  at 
the  back  of  the  house.  The  Havel  House 
Museum  opened  to  the  public  in  June 
1952.  After  more  than  a  year  of  hard 
work,  the  mansion  took  its  place  again  as 
a  magnificent  civic  attraction. 

Ornate  Street  Lamps,  1964 

Three  retired  city  street  lamps  grace 
the  museum  grounds  (two  on  either  side 
of  the  8th  Street  entrance,  and  one  on  the 
west  side  of  the  house  near  the  French  40 
et  8  railway  car).  The  fixtures  were 
donated  by  the  City  of  Astoria  in  1964, 
installed  by  volunteers  and  the  City  Pub¬ 
lic  Works. 

"Old  Ironsides"  Flagpole,  1967 

The  70-foot  flagpole  in  front  of  the 
museum  was  from  a  fir  tree  cut  in  1929, 
intended  to  become  a  mast  for  the  frigate 
U.  S.  Constitution,  then  being  restored  as 
a  relic  of  the  American  Revolution.  This 
one  timber  was  not  shipped,  but  instead 
was  shaped  into  a  flagpole  which  was 
presented  to  the  American  Legion,  Clat¬ 
sop  Post  No.  12,  in  1937.  After  many 
years  of  community  service,  the  flagpole 
was  installed  in  front  of  the  Havel  House 
Museum  in  1967,  a  gift  of  the  American 
Legion. 

Carriage  House 

On  the  southwest  comer  of  the  block 
stands  a  two  story  carriage  house  built  at 
the  same  time  as  the  mansion,  and  of  the 


same  design.  The  structure  has  a  trun¬ 
cated  hip  roof  and  is  T-shaped  with  ga¬ 
bles  on  all  three  ends  of  the  T.  The  interior 
of  the  carriage  house  has  been  remodeled 
for  offices  and,  since  1950,  has  been  the 
home  of  the  Clatsop  County  Chapter, 
American  Red  Cross. 

40  et  8  Railway  Car 
The  French  40  et  8  boxcar  on  the 
museum  grounds  is  Oregon's  "Gratitude 
Car."  In  appreciation  for  the  money  and 
relief  supplies  received  from  the  United 
States  following  World  War  II,  one  of 
these  cars  loaded  with  gifts  was  given  to 
each  state.  40  et  8  refers  to  the  boxcar's 
capacity:  forty  men  or  eight  horses.  The 
colorful  shields  on  the  sides  of  the  car  are 
coat-of-arms  from  each  province  in 
France. 

By  request  of  the  American  Legion, 
the  car  was  given  to  the  Astoria  brother¬ 
hood.  Funds  were  donated  by  the  Veter¬ 
ans  of  Foreign  Wars  to  elevate  the 
weather-protective  roof  so  the  car  can 
now  be  better  viewed. 

First  Wood  Pulp  Millstone 

Alongside  the  40  et  8  boxcar  is  the  first 
wood  pulp  millstone  in  Oregon.  It 
ground  the  first  wood  pulp  manufac¬ 
tured  in  Oregon,  by  the  old  Falls  Pulp 
Company  mill  at  Youngs  River  Falls 
(near  Astoria).  The  mill  produced  five 
tons  of  pulp  daily  from  1884  until  1905. 
(The  millstone  was  donated  by  the 
Crown  Zellerbach  Corporation.) 

Placed  on  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places,  1980 
Appropriately,  the  Captain  George 
Havel  House  was  officially  entered  in  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  on 
November  28,  1980.  In  addition  to  its 
elegance  and  beauty,  it  is  indeed  a 
treasured  historic  family  residence. 
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(Above)  The  Flavel  Carriage  House  (now  Red  Cross  Headquarters). 

(Below)  World  War  I  French  40  et  8  boxcar,  and  the  first  wood  pulp  millstone  in  Oregon. 

(Photographs  by  Andrew  E.  Cier.) 
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Captain  Qeorge  ‘ftaveC 

By  JimDennon 


ASTORIA'S  OWN  VERSION  of 
J.  P.  Morgan  and  John  D.  Rock¬ 
efeller  was  the  salty  seaman  who  con¬ 
trolled  commerce  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  River,  Captain  George  Flavel 
(1823-1893).  "A  man  who  amassed  a 
colossal  fortune  and  made  himself 
famous  in  marine  circles  throughout  the 
Northwest,"  was  what  Lewis  &  Dryden’s 
Marine  History  of  the  Pacific  Northwest 
(1895)  said  of  Captain  Flavel. 

According  to  Dr.  William  Chance 
(long-time  Astoria  postmaster,  historian, 
and  family  friend),  George  Flavel  was 
born  on  November  17,  1823  at  Port- 
adown,  a  township  in  the  parishes  of 
Seagoe  and  Drumcree,  Armagh  County, 
in  Protestant  Northern  Ireland.  Census 
takers,  however,  recorded  his  birthplace 
(and  his  parents')  in  New  Jersey. 

Arrived  on  West  Coast,  1849 
Nothing  is  known  of  George  Ravel's 
first  25  years.  At  age  25,  he  was  already 
a  sea  captain  and  merchant  when  gold 
was  discovered  in  California.  He  left 
Norfolk,  Virginia  in  1849,  in  command  of 
the  brig  John  Petty,  and  sailed  around  the 
horn  with  a  load  of  merchandise  which 
he  planned  to  sell  to  the  miners.  But 
when  he  arrived  at  San  Francisco  the 
market  was  already  overstocked,  so  he 
brought  his  cargo  to  Portland  where 
there  were  eager  buyers. 

Returning  to  California,  he  tried  his 
hand  at  gold  mining  a  short  while.  Then 
he  took  command  of  the  steamer  Goliah, 
carrying  miners  from  San  Francisco  to 
Sacramento. 

In  1850,  he  became  pilot  and  mate  on 
the  Goldhunter,  a  172-foot,  511  ton  steam¬ 
ship  built  in  New  York  intended  for  gold 
rush  service,  but  she  arrived  too  late. 


Captain  George  Flavel 


Instead,  the  Goldhunter  ran  between  San 
Francisco  and  Portland,  having  been 
purchased  by  the  owners  of  the  Portland 
townsite. 

First  Bar  Pilots 

While  piloting  the  Goldhunter  on  trips 
over  the  Columbia  bar,  Capt.  George 
Ravel  received  the  first  branch  license 
ever  issued  to  a  bar  pilot  by  the  then 
Territory  of  Oregon,  on  September  22, 
1850. 

There  were  licensed  bar  pilots  before 
Capt.  Ravel.  The  first  Oregon  bar  pilot 
licenses  were  issued  on  May  12, 1847  to 
Selah  C.  Reeves  and  Charles  White  (also 
known  as  John,  Cornelius  and  Neil 
White).  The  first  pilot  schooner  at  the 
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mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  was  the  60 
foot  Mary  Taylor.  It  arrived  on  Christ¬ 
mas  day,  1849.  During  the  following 
two  years  the  bar  pilots  were  Captains 
Jackson  Gregory  Hustler,  Cornelius 
White,  Charles  Edwards,  Job  Hatfield 
and  Moses  Rogers.  Rogers  was  Mrs. 
Havel's  brother-in-law. 

First  Met  Wife,  1850 

The  Goldhunter  was  sold  in  the  fall  of 
1850  by  Capt.  Hall  and  other  stock¬ 
holders,  and  sent  to  Tehuantepec,  Mex¬ 
ico.  Capt.  Flavel  returned  to  the  Goliah, 
making  trips  to  the  Columbia  River  from 
San  Francisco.  Capt.  Flavel  boarded  at 
the  first  "Astoria  Hotel,"  owned  and 
operated  by  Conrad  Boelling.  Their 
daughter,  Mary  Christina  Boelling, 
would  four  years  later  become  his  wife. 

Pilot  Schooner  California 
Replaced  Mary  Taylor  in  1852 
Capt.  George  Havel  and  Capt.  Alfred 
Crosby  purchased  the  schooner  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  a  64-foot  vessel  with  a  beam  of  19 
feet  six  inches,  built  at  Stonington,  Con¬ 
necticut  in  1848.  When  the  California  ar¬ 
rived  in  1852,  Capt.  Hustler  sold  the 
Mary  Taylor  to  Mark  Wynant,  who  con¬ 
verted  it  to  an  oyster  barge  on  Willapa 
Bay.  Thus  Captains  Flavel  and  Crosby 
assumed  the  bar  piloting  business  on  the 
Columbia  River,  with  bar  pilots  Charles 
Edwards,  Peter  Ferchen  and  George 
Wood. 

Loss  of  the  General  Warren 
The  steam-powered  sailing  vessel 
General  Warren,  in  command  of  Capt. 
George  Thompson,  with  Capt.  Havel 
piloting,  crossed  the  bar  outbound  for 
San  Francisco  on  January  28,  1852  with 
800  live  hogs,  a  load  of  wheat,  and  31 
passengers. 

Not  long  after  Capt.  Havel  left  the 
ship,  a  strong  gale  came  up  suddenly.  At 
midnight  the  fore-topmast  blew  down. 


and  the  ship  sprang  a  leak.  The  wheat 
shifting  in  the  hold  clogged  the  pumps, 
so  Capt.  Thompson  decided  to  return  to 
Astoria  for  repairs. 

Because  of  the  storm  and  heavy  seas, 
the  General  Warren  wasn't  sighted  by  the 
California  pilot  boat  until  midaftemoon 
on  January  29,  when  the  wind  had  died 
down.  By  that  time,  there  was  three  feet 
of  water  in  the  hold  and  a  heavy  ebb  tide 
was  running.  Because  the  wind  had 
died,  the  California  could  not  follow. 
Extra  steam  was  generated  by  burning 
bacon  fat.  They  attempted  crossing  the 
bar  at  5  p.m.,  just  as  it  was  getting  dark 
and  snow  was  falling.  The  rudder  re¬ 
sponded  poorly  and  no  headway  could 
be  made  against  the  ebb  current.  To  save 
his  passenger's  lives,  Capt.  Thompson 
ordered  the  General  Warren  beached. 
Unable  to  see  Sand  Island  in  the  snow, 
Capt.  Havel  steered  for  Clatsop  Spit, 
where  the  ship  struck  and  started  to 
break  up.  Waves  carried  away  all  the 
small  boats  except  one. 

Capt.  Havel  was  asked  to  attempt 
reaching  Astoria  in  the  remaining  small 
boat  and  summon  help.  Capt.  Havel 
shouted  back:  "If  I  live,  I  will  return." 
They  rowed  in  the  dark,  in  the  snow, 
reaching  Astoria  at  daybreak.  Two 
whale  boats  set  out  to  return  to  the 
General  Warren,  but  it  was  too  late.  The 
vessel  had  disintegrated,  and  they  found 
the  bodies  of  the  remaining  passengers 
and  crew  on  the  beach. 

In  recognition  of  his  efforts  to  sum¬ 
mon  help  which  saved  some  of  the  men, 
the  grateful  citizens  of  Portland  pre¬ 
sented  Capt.  Havel  an  inscribed  gold 
medal  in  a  leather  case. 

Loss  of  the  Oriole 

The  second  loss  occurred  the  next 
year  when  the  bark  Oriole  arrived  on 
September  19, 1853,  with  a  load  of  build¬ 
ing  materials  for  construction  of  the  Cape 
Disappointment  lighthouse.  They  lost 
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the  wind  while  crossing  the  bar  and,  with 
anchors  dragging,  struck  Clatsop  Spit 
not  far  from  where  the  General  Warren 
had  broken  apart.  Capt.  Ravel  and  all  32 
aboard  the  Oriole  took  to  the  small  boats 
and  were  picked  up  by  Capt.  Alfred 
Crosby  aboard  the  California. 

Marriage  in  1854 

Maiy  Christina  Boelling  was  born 
May  19, 1839,  in  Cincinnati.  Her  family 
came  to  Oregon  by  covered  wagon  in 
1847,  and  to  Astoria  in  1848.  When  she 
was  13,  Mary  attended  the  Portland 
Academy.  The  following  spring,  Capt. 
Ravel  asked  her  to  become  his  wife.  To 
avoid  the  custom  of  a  charivari 
("shivaree")  for  newly  married  couples, 
they  went  to  the  Lewis  &  Clark  River 
home  of  Mary's  sister,  Mrs.  Moses  (Mina 
Boelling)  Rogers,  where  they  were 
married  on  March  26,  1854  by  the  Rev. 
Freeman  Farnsworth. 

The  Ravels  returned  to  Astoria  and 
set  up  housekeeping  in  an  1850s  dwell¬ 
ing  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Benton  and 
Jefferson  (8th  and  Duane  Streets,  the 
address  later  355  Duane).  They  later  ac¬ 
quired  that  property,  and  block  41,  from 
Captain  Asa  Cole  Farnsworth  (1819- 
1874),  where  they  lived  for  30  years  until 
their  mansion  was  built  across  the  street 
in  1885. 

Harbor  Master,  1854 

The  Clatsop  County  Commissioners 
met  in  special  session  on  Christmas  Day, 
1854,  and  appointed  Capt.  Ravel  to  be 
Harbor  Master  for  the  Port  of  Astoria. 

The  Brig  Halcyon 

Circa  1855,  Capt.  Ravel  went  to  San 
Francisco  and  purchased  the  brig  Hal¬ 
cyon.  With  this  vessel,  during  the  winter 
he  carried  ice  south  to  San  Francisco  and 
returned  north  with  government  sup¬ 
plies  for  Fort  Vancouver,  at  a  good 
profit.Captain  Ravel  was  still  command¬ 


ing  the  Halcyon  when  this  notice  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Daily  Alta  California,  a  San 
Francisco  newspaper,  on  June  2,  1857: 
"The  Brig  Halcyon,  Geo.  Ravel,  Master, 
will  succeed  the  Brig  Francisco,  and  sail 
on  Sat.  June  6th." 

Sawmill  Venture  Bankruptcy 

For  a  friend  and  because  the  proposal 
seemed  mutually  beneficial,  Capt.  Ravel 
purchased  a  half  interest  in  a  small  saw¬ 
mill  that  Henry  Aiken  (Mary's  English 
tutor)  owned  and  operated  on  Youngs 
River.  They  would  ship  the  lumber  to 
San  Francisco  themselves,  on  the  Hal¬ 
cyon.  The  first  shipment  was  profitable, 
but  then  financial  disaster  struck.  When 
the  second  shipment  arrived,  the  lumber 
prices  had  bottomed  out. 

Aiken  and  Ravel  couldn't  pay  Ferdi¬ 
nand  Ferrell  for  the  logs,  Herman 
Leonard  and  John  Green  for  ship  sup¬ 
plies,  nor  George  Bailey,  the  agent  in  San 
Francisco.  To  cover  the  loss,  Capt.  Ravel 
gave  up  the  Halcyon. 

Simpson  Partnership,  1857-1887 

Capt.  Flavel  recapitalized  his  bar 
piloting  business  by  forming  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  Capt.  Asa  Meade  Simpson 
(1826-1915),  boat  builder  and  founder  of 
the  Simpson  Lumber  Company.  Simp¬ 
son  owned  profitable  shipyards  and 
sawmills  at  Coos  Bay  and  Cementville 
(Knappton). 

Uniting  their  assets  and  skills,  the 
Ravel-Simpson  partnership  joined 
superior  equipment,  the  best  ex¬ 
perienced  bar  pilots,  and  sharp  business 
acumen  in  a  combination  that  overcame 
all  competition  and  lasted  thirty  years. 

Records  Set  By 
Jane  A.  Falkenberg 

With  new  capital,  Capt.  Ravel  pur¬ 
chased  an  interest  in  the  swift  barkentine, 
Jane  A.  Falkenberg,  with  which  he 
resumed  the  profitable  shipping 
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The  original  1850s  Flavel  family  home  (house  at  lower  left)  stood  until  1937,  directly 
across  the  street  from  the  current  Flavel  House  Museum.  In  this  house  were  bom  to 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Flavel  three  children:  George  Conrad  Flavel  (1855),  Nellie  Flavel 
(1858)  and  Katie  Flavel  (1864).  (Photograph  courtesy  of  Bruce  Bemey.) 


operations  he  had  developed  with  the 
Halcyon. 

Under  Capt.  Flavel's  command,  the 
fane  A.  Falkenberg  sailed  from  Astoria  to 
San  Francisco  in  three  and  a  half  days. 
And  under  another  Captain,  she  beat  all 
previous  records  from  Honolulu,  cross¬ 
ing  in  less  than  13  days. 

Following  the  birth  of  his  daughter 
Nellie  in  1858,  Capt.  Flavel  retired  from 
day-to-day  bar  piloting  himself,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  management  of 
the  business.  But  he  didn't  retire  from 
the  sea  entirely.  On  September  20, 1861, 
Capt.  Havel  sailed  the  Jane  A.  Falkenberg 
into  Portland  with  520  tons  of  freight,  the 
largest  cargo  that  had  ever  been  brought 
to  Oregon  at  that  time. 

According  to  Lewis  &  Dry  den's  Marine 
History  of  the  Pacific  Northwest,  the  fane  A. 
Falkenberg  "probably  covered  more  miles 
and  earned  more  money  than  any  wind¬ 


jammer  that  ever  sailed  the  Pacific." 

Circa  1864,  Capt.  Flavel  purchased 
the  sloop  Harvest  Queen,  which  he  put 
into  service  under  Capt.  Paul  Ferchen 
between  Astoria  and  Fort  Canby. 

Paul  Como's  Challenge 

One  of  the  most  serious  challenges  to 
the  Havel-Simpson  partnership's  bar 
piloting  business  occurred  when  Capt. 
Paul  Como  put  into  operation  his  100- 
foot  steam  tug  Rabboni,  on  August  3, 
1865.  Como's  pilots  were  Mrs.  Havel's 
brother-in-law,  Moses  Rogers,  and  An¬ 
drew  Belmont.  The  first  vessel  towed 
across  the  bar  by  steam  power  was  the 
bark  Almatia. 

Impressed  by  the  steam  tug,  the  State 
of  Oregon  revoked  the  licenses  of 
Havel's  pilots  as  the  means  to  install 
Corno's  company  as  the  new  bar  piloting 
firm  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia. 
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Undaunted,  Capt.  Ravel  sent  his  pilots 
to  Oysterville,  then  the  Pacific  County 
seat,  where  they  obtained  Washington 
branch  licenses  and  kept  right  on  work¬ 
ing. 

There  was  an  uproar  over  the  Wash¬ 
ington  licenses,  but  by  the  time  they 
could  be  revoked  Como  gave  up  trying 
to  compete  in  March,  1866.  What  came  to 
be  known  as  "the  Ravel  system,"  was 
stationing  the  California  outside  the  river 
entrance  at  all  times  and  sending  his 
pilots  to  San  Francisco,  when  needed,  to 
board  ships  bound  for  the  Columbia. 
But  the  chief  reason  for  Flavel's  success 
was  the  loyalty  of  the  coastal  shipmasters 
to  his  veteran  pilots. 

Steam  Tug  Astoria 

Still  wishing  to  implement  a  steam 
powered  pilot  boat  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  in  1 868  the  Oregon  legislature 
authorized  the  pilot  commission  to  con¬ 
tract  for  a  steam  tug  to  be  subsidized  with 
$30,000  over  five  years.  Capt.  Ravel  im¬ 
mediately  signed  the  contract  and  a  few 
weeks  later  Asa  Simpson  began  con¬ 


struction  of  the  new  101 -foot  steam  tug, 
Astoria. 

The  Astoria  was  launched  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  December,  1869,  and  steamed 
north  under  command  of  Capt.  Joseph 
Snow.  Her  registered  owners  were  Asa 
Simpson,  George  Ravel,  Alfred  Crosby, 
Alfred  D.  Wass  and  Asa  Farnsworth. 
When  the  tug  arrived,  Capt.  Flavel  him¬ 
self  took  command,  with  Dan  McVicar  as 
mate.  Traffic  increased  across  the  bar, 
and  Capt.  Ravel  hired  additional  pilots 
Marshall  Staples,  Alexander  Malcolm 
and  Eric  Johnson. 

Built  the  Occident  Hotel 

In  1869,  Captain  Flavel  built  Astoria's 
finest,  the  Occident  Hotel,  on  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  Cass  and  Chenamus 
Streets  (10th  and  Bond).  Dignitaries  from 
far  and  wide  were  received  there,  includ¬ 
ing  President  and  Mrs.  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  and  General  W.  T.  Sherman.  (Al¬ 
though  managed  by  others,  the  Ravel 
family  owned  the  Occident  Hotel  until 
the  property  was  sold  in  June,  1913  to  Dr. 
A.  M.  Kinney  and  Dr.  T.  O.  Withers.) 


The  Occident  Hotel  at  what  is  now  10th  and  Bond  Streets,  built  by  Captain  Flavel  in 
1869.  The  Flavel  family  owned  the  hotel  until  1913.  (CCHS  photo  #3539-190.) 


County  Treasurer 

Returning  home  from  a  seven  week 
stay  in  California  (after  having  won  the 
May,  1872  election),  Capt.  George  Flavel 
became  the  Clatsop  County  T reasurer  on 
July  3, 1872. 

School  Board  Director 

In  1873,  Capt.  Ravel  became  a  direc¬ 
tor  on  the  Astoria  School  Board,  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  which  he  was  re-elected  in  1876, 
and  again  in  1879.  His  daughter,  Nellie, 
was  an  honor  student  at  the  school, 
taught  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hyland.  The 
school  was  well  equipped  with  the  latest 
atlases,  dictionaries,  charts,  etc. 

1873  Astoria  Improvements 

The  same  week  that  Capt.  Flavel  be¬ 
came  County  Treasurer,  The  Weekly  As¬ 
torian  reported  800  piling  had  been  rafted 
from  Oak  Point  and  50,000  feet  of  lumber 
from  a  Rainier  mill,  which  were  being 
used  to  extend  Flavel' s  Dock  at  the  foot 
of  Cass  (10th)  Street.  The  new  wharf  was 
extended  30  feet  out  from  the  old  one, 
with  a  frontage  300  feet  long.  The  new 
wharf  was  part  of  a  combined  effort  to 
upgrade  Astoria  as  a  seaport. 

Family  Wintered  in  California 

On  November  25,  1873,  Capt.  Flavel 
returned  on  the  Oriflamme  from  visiting 
San  Francisco.  He  said  that  Mrs.  Flavel 
and  family  would  remain  in  California 
for  several  months.  In  consideration  for 
Mrs.  Flavel' s  health,  the  Captain's  family 
frequently  wintered  in  California. 

The  tug  C.  J.  Brenham 

In  August,  1874,  Flavel's  steam  tug  C. 
J.  Brenham,  was  in  river  service  to  Port¬ 
land.  According  to  Russell  Dark's  book. 
Graveyard  Passage,  the  C./.  Brenham,  com¬ 
manded  by  Capt.  Eli  Hilton,  replaced  the 
Astoria  and  subsequently  was  com¬ 
manded  by  Captains  Eric  Johnson, 
Malcolm  Staples  and  Dan  McVicar. 


Portland  Allegation 

William  Reid  (1844-1914),  railroad 
financier  and  lawyer  representing  the 
Portland  Board  of  Trade,  wrote  a  letter 
which  appeared  in  The  Oregonian  on 
September  17,  1875,  and  alleged  that 
Capt.  Flavel  charged  whatever  he 
pleased  and  had  refused  the  Board's  re¬ 
quest  to  set  fixed  pilotage  and  towage 
fees  in  compliance  with  Oregon  law. 

In  a  letter  dated  September  18, 1875, 
Capt.  Ravel  responded  that  he  "had 
never  charged  whatever  rates  I  pleased," 
and  "had  never  failed  to  carry  out  to  the 
strict  letter,  the  laws  of  Oregon  relating 
to  bar  pilotage  and  towage."  Capt. 
Flavel's  letter  was  printed  by  editor  D.  C. 
Ireland  in  The  Astorian,  and  additionally 
in  a  booklet  entitled  "Oregon's  Seaport, 
Astoria  —  The  Facts,"  which  was 
distributed  widely  in  1875. 

Commercial  Projects 

With  locally  manufactured  bricks,  in 
November,  1 875,  Capt.  Ravel  began  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  block  of  buildings  on 
the  north  side  of  Chenamus  (Bond) 
Street,  across  the  street  from  the  Occident 
Hotel.  He  also  began  construction  of  a 
new  warehouse  on  the  pier  which  he  had 
enlarged  during  1873. 

New  Sloop,  Geo.  Flavel 

In  the  first  issue  of  the  Daily  Astorian, 
Volume  1,  Number  1,  on  May  1, 1876,  an 
advertisement  announced  that  "For 
freight  or  charter,  the  new  sloop  Geo. 
Flavel,  Fred  Wass,  Master,  is  now  in  read¬ 
iness  for  business  and  offers  superior  ac¬ 
commodations  to  tourists  on  the  bay.  It 
will  carry  freight  or  passengers  to  any 
point  at  reasonable  prices.  Apply  on 
board." 

Astoria  City  Councilman 

Captain  Ravel  was  elected  to  the 
Astoria  town  council  in  April,  1871  and 
held  that  office  through  1876. 
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In  December,  1877,  a  17-month  old  Newfoundland  Saint  Bernard  dog  was  delivered 
to  Captain  Flavel  by  the  dog' s  owner,  Capt.  Pinkham,  first  officer  of  the  Leading 
Wind.  This  may  be  the  dog  with  Mrs.  Mary  Flavel.  (CCHS  photo  #5 344-OOF.) 


Havel's  Fire  Equipment 
Captain  Flavel  owned  the  first  fire 
engine  in  Astoria,  a  Honeyman  hand 
pumper,  which  he  sold  to  the  city  in  1 871 . 
He  assisted  the  city  procuring  additional 
equipment  and  in  1877  installed  a  steam 
pump  to  protect  waterfront  property. 
The  following  year  he  contributed  to  the 
city7 s  new  fire  bell  tower. 

The  schooner  Rescue 
For  awhile  during  1878,  Captains 
Thomas  Doig,  Eric  Johnson,  Malcolm 
Staples,  Thomas  Masters  and  joined  by 
George  Wood,  stationed  the  schooner 
Rescue  outside  the  Columbia  entrance  to 
rim  competition  with  Capt.  Flavel.  The 
effort  was  short-lived. 

Lobbied  Against  Pilot  Bill 

In  October,  1878,  Capt.  Flavel  success¬ 
fully  lobbied  the  state  legislature  to 


defeat  a  proposed  bar  pilot  bill  which 
had  a  new  section  prohibiting  sending 
pilots  to  sea  (to  San  Francisco  for  clients, 
as  was  the  practice  then)  and  levied  a 
penalty  while  the  pilots  were  absent 
from  the  bar. 

Salvaged  the  Allegiance 
The  headline  of  the  Daily  Astorian  on 
October  30,  1879  read,  "A  Victory  for 
Captain  Havel."  The  celebrated  case  of 
the  ship  Allegiance  versus  the  bar  tugs 
had  been  dismissed  in  U.  S.  District 
Court,  Portland.  When  the  Allegiance 
brought  suit.  Captain  Flavel,  in  order  to 
protect  himself,  brought  suit  also.  Judge 
Deady  awarded  the  tugs  $5,000  for  their 
salvage  services.  The  Astoria  newspaper 
went  on  to  say:  "We  may  simply  add  that 
justice  has  been  done  in  the  matter  and 
we  regard  it  as  another  victory  for  Cap¬ 
tain  Havel  who  has  never  yet,  under  any 
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circumstances,  been  known  to  make  or 
charge  nor  exact  anything  unreasonable 
of  shipping,  but  who  on  the  other  hand 
has  done  more  than  all  Oregon  besides 
to  foster  the  commerce  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest." 

The  /.  C.  Cousins  Mystery 

In  March  of  1881,  the  tug  /.  C.  Cousins 
was  brought  north  from  San  Francisco  to 
compete  with  Flavel,  by  a  group  of  pilots 
commanded  by  Capt.  George  Wood: 
Charles  Richardson,  H.  A.  Matthews, 
Henry  Olsen  and  Thomas  Powers.  The 
/.  C.  Cousins  competed  at  the  river  en¬ 
trance  until  she  was  mysteriously  aban¬ 
doned  and  wrecked  on  October  6, 1883. 
None  of  the  four  persons  who  took  her 
outbound  were  pilots.  The  small  life 
boat  was  gone.  The  occupants  may  have 
survived  but  were  never  seen  locally 
again. 

Purchased  Tansy  Point 

On  August  11,  1882,  Captain  Havel 
purchased  a  large  tract  which  included 
Tansy  Point,  sold  at  auction  by  E.  C.  Hol¬ 
den.  On  this  property  Capt.  Havel  built 
a  gentleman's  farm  with  racing  horses. 
This  was  something  he  enjoyed  very 
much  and  wasn't  done  for  profit. 

Salvaged  Queen  of  the  Pacific 

Joining  forces  with  several  vessels  the 
Astoria,  commanded  by  Capt.  Flavel,  on 
September  5, 1883,  salvaged  the  Queen  of 
the  Pacific  which  wrecked  on  Clatsop  Spit 
the  day  before.  The  case  awarding  Capt. 
Havel  $10,000  was  decided  by  Judge 
Deady,  who  said:  "The  conduct  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Havel  was  highly  meritorious  and 
deserved  the  special  recognition  of  the 
award  ...  The  enterprise  and  gallantry 
displayed  by  him  was  such  as  would 
reflect  great  credit  on  a  much  younger 
and  abler  man  than  himself." 


Bank  President 

Papers  were  drawn  up  on  March  26, 
1885,  establishing  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Astoria,  with  officers:  George 
Flavel,  President;  S.  S.  Gordon,  Secretary. 
The  board  of  directors  were  George  C. 
Flavel  (his  son),  William  H.  Ladd,  C.  E. 
Ladd,  Jacob  Kamm,  John  A.  Devlin,  and 
S.  S.  Gordon.  Captain  Havel  was  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  bank  the  remaining  years  of 
his  life. 

Clatsop  Co.  Commissioner 

During  the  year  that  his  new  mansion 
was  completed,  Capt.  George  Havel  was 
appointed  Clatsop  County  Commis¬ 
sioner  on  June  3, 1885. 

"Retired”  in  1887 

In  1887,  Capt.  George  Havel  sold  his 
interest  in  the  bar  piloting  business  to  his 
partner  since  1857,  Asa  Simpson.  Lewis  & 
Dry  den's  Marine  History  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  said  this  of  his  retirement:  "No 
man  whose  name  had  been  so  promi¬ 
nently  before  the  people  was  more 
roundly  abused  by  both  press  and  public 
for  many  years  than  Capt.  George  Flavel; 
yet  in  less  than  a  year  after  his  retirement, 
desires  were  expressed  for  a  restoration 
of  the  Havel  management.  Captain 
Havel's  success  was  due  in  large 
measure  to  a  thorough,  practical  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  business  in  which  he  was 
engaged.  He  possessed  rare  good  judg¬ 
ment  and  never  sent  a  man  where  he 
would  not  go  himself." 

Tansy  Point  Sold  for  Seaport 

One  of  the  last  things  Capt.  Havel  did 
was  to  sell  his  Tansy  Point  land  to  the 
Havel  Land  &  Development  Company. 
The  purchase  price  for  the  2,000  acres 
was  $350,000  —  the  largest  real  estate 
deal  in  the  area  to  that  time.  The  buyers 
planned  a  large  rail  and  seaport  facility. 
But  Captain  Havel  did  not  live  to  see  the 
seaport  town  of  Havel,  Oregon  built. 
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Died  July  3, 1893 

Captain  George  Ravel  died  at  his 
Astoria  home  on  July  3,  1893.  He  had 
been  in  feeble  health  for  many  months. 
After  partially  recovering,  he  had  accom¬ 
panied  his  family  to  California.  They 
had  gone  on  to  visit  in  New  York.  Capt. 
Ravel  returned  home,  enroute  catching 
a  cold  which  led  to  pneumonia.  His 
funeral  procession  to  Hillside  Cemetery 
was  the  largest  ever  in  Astoria  to  that 
time. 

Left  Money  for  Church 

In  his  will,  Capt.  Ravel  left  money 
toward  the  construction  of  a  new  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Astoria  and 
donated  his  shares  in  the  Masonic  Land 
and  Building  Association  to  Temple 
Lodge  No.  7,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
first  members. 

In  Memory 

Some  years  later,  Capt.  Ravel's  re¬ 
mains  were  transferred  to  Ocean  View 
Cemetery  at  Warrenton  where  a  21 -foot 
tall  obelisk  (erected  in  1898)  reminds  the 
living  of  this  very  successful  man  and  his 
family,  who  figured  so  prominently  in 
Astoria's  history. 


In  recognition  of  his  contributions  to 
their  respective  histories,  two  streets 
were  named  Ravel  in  honor  of  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  one  in  Astoria  and  one  in  Portland. 

Capt.  George  Ravel's  great-grand¬ 
daughter,  Patricia  Jean  Flavel,  con¬ 
tributed  the  family  mansion  to  Clatsop 
County  as  a  memorial,  in  1936. 
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‘The  ftaveC  ‘family 


Mary  flavel's  family 

came  to  Oregon  by  covered 
wagon  in  1847,  and  to  Astoria  in  1848. 
In  1922  she  recalled  her  childhood  to 
Fred  Lockley,  historian  and  Oregon  Jour¬ 
nal  columnist,  and  in  1924  for  Astorian, 
Helen  Stossmeister  (excerpts): 

"My  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Christina  Boelling,  and  I  was  bom  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  on  May  19,  1839.  My 
father,  Conrad  Boelling,  was  bom  in 
Hesse-Cassell,  Germany.  My  mother, 
Philippina  Katherine  Veith,  was  born  in 
Rheinphalz,  Bavaria.  She  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1831  when  she  was  13  years  old, 
and  my  parents  were  married  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  when  she  was  16.  Wilamina  was  the 
first  of  their  eleven  children,  followed  by 
Philippina,  then  myself,  Conrad,  Louise, 
Elizabeth,  Sophie,  Louis,  Eliza,  Thomas 
and  Voelmeton. 

We  came  across  the  plains  in  1847 
when  I  was  eight  years  old.  Grand¬ 
mother  Fredrika  Veith  came  with  us.  The 
journey  to  Oregon  took  seven  months.  In 
the  fall  of  1847  we  reached  the  Bozarth's 
across  the  river  from  Vancouver.  There 
we  waited  while  father  looked  for  a  site 
for  his  sawmill,  for  which  he  had  brought 
machinery  across  the  plains.  The  loca¬ 
tion  he  selected  was  here  in  Clatsop 
County  on  Youngs  River,  a  mile  or  two 
below  the  falls. 

Father  Went  Gold  Mining 

"Operations  began  immediately 
building  the  dam  and  sawmill,  but  they 
were  never  finished  because  news  came 
about  the  gold  found  in  California  and 
father  left,  with  most  of  the  other  men  of 
the  area,  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  mines. 

From  the  Hudson's  Bay  Store  we 
bought  a  gallon  of  molasses  at  a  time. 


Mary  C.  (Boelling)  Flavel 


flour,  and  very  little  coffee  (sweetened 
coffee  was  a  luxury).  We  used  roasted 
peas  to  serve  as  coffee  most  of  the  time. 
But  salmon  was  plenty  for  the  taking.  We 
raised  a  few  chickens,  and  in  the  spring 
planted  a  garden.  Then  a  forest  fire  came 
so  close  that  most  of  our  garden  was 
destroyed,  and  the  chickens  frightened 
away.  Fortunately  about  this  time,  we 
received  potatoes  from  a  neighbor  who 
was  going  to  California. 

Moved  to  Astoria 

"The  first  winter  (1847-48)  was  very 
mild,  but  the  second  (1848-49)  was  the 
coldest  experienced  to  that  time  by  the 
earlier  residents.  With  no  word  from 
father,  the  family  decided  it  best  to  move 
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to  Astoria.  Soon  after  we  had  moved  to 
the  Shark  House  in  Astoria,  father 
arrived  April  3, 1849  on  the  Valadora,  the 
same  vessel  which  brought  John  Adair 
(who  established  the  first  customs  house 
on  the  West  Coast  at  Astoria). 

Earliest  Astoria  "Hotel" 

"My  father  returned  with  $1,500  from 
gold  mining  and  immediately  set  about 
building  our  Astoria  House,  or  Boelling 
Hotel,  as  it  was  sometimes  called.  It 
stood  on  9th  Street  between  Bond  and 
Astor  until  it  was  destroyed  by  the  1922 
Astoria  fire. 

Pioneer  Education 

"Henry  Spencer  Aiken  (1818-1875) 
came  west  with  our  family  and  boarded 
with  us.  I  spoke  mostly  German  until  I 
was  eight  years  old.  Twice  a  day  I  recited 
to  Mr.  Aiken,  learning  to  read  and  spell 
English. 

"After  we  moved  to  Astoria,  I 
attended  school  for  a  short  time  at  the 
Pioneer  Presbyterian  Church  on  Clatsop 
Plains  and  lived  with  the  family  of  Rev. 
C.  O.  Hosford  at  Skipanon.  Later  that 
fall,  I  went  to  a  schoolhouse  further 
down  near  Hobson's  and  lived  with  the 
Owens  family.  The  following  year,  the 
Rev.  Hosford  moved  to  Astoria  and  con¬ 
ducted  school  for  a  short  time  in  a  two- 
room  house  at  8th  and  Bond,  the  family 
living  in  one  room  and  the  school 
operating  in  the  other. 

"My  last  and  longest  school  ex¬ 
perience  was  at  the  Portland  Academy 
under  Prof.  Kingsley  and  his  wife,  when 
I  was  13  years  old. 

Married  in  1854 

"When  1  returned  to  our  hotel  I  found 
that  one  of  our  boarders.  Captain  George 
Flavel,  had  decided  that  1  was  not  to 
continue  my  studies,  but  instead  take  up 
the  duties  of  homemaker.  We  were 
married  on  March  26, 1854. 


First  Home  of  30  Years 

"Our  home  then  was  directly  across 
from  my  present  home,  where  we  lived 
for  over  thirty  years.  There  my  first  child, 
George  Conrad  Ravel,  was  bom  on 
January  18, 1856.  Nellie,  who  lives  with 
me  was  next  (on  October  12,  1858)  then 
came  Katie  (on  June  8, 1864)."  So  ended 
Mary's  interview  in  1922,  when  she  was 
83  years  old. 

Family  Travels 

In  1871  when  he  was  16,  son  George 
Conrad  Ravel  attended  the  California 
Military  Academy  at  Oakland.  About 
this  time,  Mary  and  her  daughters  began 
spending  winters  in  San  Francisco  where 
Mary  was  under  a  doctor's  care.  At  other 
times  the  family  traveled  to  New  York, 
and  Europe. 

During  the  winter  the  family's 
Astoria  mansion  was  under  construc¬ 
tion,  Mary's  father,  Conrad  Boelling, 
died  on  February  1, 1885.  Mary  and  her 
daughters  were  in  New  York  when  Cap¬ 
tain  George  Ravel  died  on  July  3, 1893. 

Battleship  Oregon  Launching 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ravel  and  daughters 
Nellie  and  Katie  Ravel  represented 
Astoria  during  the  launching  of  the  new 
Battleship  Oregon  at  San  Francisco  on 
October  26, 1893. 

Musical  Family 

Miss  Nellie  Flavel  played  the  piano 
and  organ.  She  started  playing  for 
church  services  at  age  12  and  was  or¬ 
ganist  for  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
for  20  years.  She  had  studied  in  New 
York  with  Mr.  Sonnekalb,  and  in  San 
Francisco  with  Zoberbier  and  others.  In 
Paris  she  continued  her  musical  studies 
with  M.  Santiago  Riera,  eminent  profes¬ 
sor  of  piano  who  dedicated  his  composi¬ 
tion,  Valse  Elgante,  to  her.  In  Paris  she 
played  for  services  at  the  Union 
American  Church. 
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Miss  Katie  Flavel  was  a  dramatic  so¬ 
prano  vocalist,  who  "could  touch  E  flat 
and  lower  A."  She  was  a  pupil  of  Mrs. 
Marriner  Cam  pell  of  San  Francisco,  and 
of  Mr.  Randegger  in  Paris.  She  acquired 
all  the  standard  arias  with  "the  flexibility 
of  her  voice  and  a  bom  sense  of  absolute 
pitch." 

Survived  San  Frandsco  Quake 

Mary  Flavel  and  daughters  Nellie  and 
Katie  were  staying  at  the  Occidental 
Hotel  in  San  Frandsco  when  the  great 
earthquake  struck  on  April  18, 1906.  Es¬ 
caping  with  minor  injuries,  they  arrived 
back  in  Astoria  a  week  later. 

Preserve  Virgin  Forests 

During  their  visits  to  New  York  City, 
the  family  enjoyed  the  opera  season  and 
attended  many  of  the  classical  musical 
events. 

Katie  Havel  wrote  a  letter  from  New 
York  City  which  appeared  in  the  Astoria 
Daily  Budget  on  June  12th,  1909.  She 
agreed  with  Mr.  Schernekau's  letter 
about  preserving  the  beauty  in  Clatsop 
County,  and  urged  that  the  fast  disap¬ 
pearing  virgin  forests  be  preserved  for 
future  generations. 

Katie's  Last  Concert 

Although  she  was  not  feeling  well. 
Miss  Katie  Havel  kindly  consented  to 
sing  at  a  pipe  organ  recital  at  Grace  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  on  September  6, 1909.  The 
Astoria  Daily  Budget  highly  praised  the 
church  benefit  program  and  Miss  Katie's 
performance  in  particular. 

Katie  had  become  ill  with  symptoms 
of  weight  loss  and  pain,  so  the  family 
sought  treatment  in  San  Francisco  soon 
after  she  gave  the  concert.  On  July  30, 
1910,  she  arrived  back  in  Astoria  on  a 
private  Pullman  car  accompanied  by  her 
mother,  sister,  two  nurses  and  Dr .  Arthur 
A.  Finch  of  Astoria.  She  said:  "I'm  glad 
to  get  back  to  dear  old  Astoria  and  die  in 
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Katie  Flavel 
(1864-1910) 

my  old  home."  She  lived  a  few  more 
weeks  and  died  on  August  18,  1910,  at 
the  age  of  46.  Her  obituary  said  she  had 
been  around  the  world  several  times, 
and  was  the  first  American  woman  in 
Manila  after  its  capture  by  Admiral 
Dewey  in  August,  1898,  during  the 
Spanish-American  War. 

Family  Church  Gifts 

Mary  C.  Havel  was  one  of  the  earliest 
members  of  the  Clatsop  Plains  Pioneer 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mary  and  her 
daughters  were  charter  members  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  when  it  was 
founded  in  Uppertown  on  May  7, 1877. 
The  present  church  was  built  in  1903  on 
the  11th  and  Grand  Street  site  donated  by 
the  Havel  family.  In  1908,  Mary,  Nellie 
and  Katie  Havel  donated  the  land  and 
funds  to  build  a  lecture  room  addition.  In 
1913,  Mary  provided  a  bell  for  the 
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George  Conrad  Flavel 
(1855-1923) 


Alderbrook  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
1921,  Mary  and  Nellie  Flavel  donated  an 
additional  quarter  block  for  building 
another  extension. 

George  &  Wenona  Flavel 

Nellie  and  Katie  never  married,  so  it 
was  left  to  Captain  and  Mary  Ravel's 
son,  George  Conrad  Flavel,  to  carry  on 
the  family  line.  He  was  named  after  his 
father  (George  Flavel)  and  grandfather 
(Conrad  Boelling).  He  attended  Astoria 
Public  School  taught  by  Professor  and 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Deardorff,  then  entered  Oak¬ 
land  Military  Academy  at  Oakland,  Cal¬ 
ifornia  in  1871.  Graduating  in  1873,  he 
chose  to  follow  the  sea  like  his  father  and 
completed  a  voyage  to  Bolivia  on  the 
Whistler.  In  1875  he  sailed  for  Europe  on 
the  La  Escocesa,  and  returned  on  the  Ajax 
in  1876. 

Back  in  Astoria  he  became  a  tugboat 
Captain  and  bar  pilot  in  his  father's  firm. 
Captain  George  C.  Flavel  was  master  of 
the  304  horse  power  tug  Brenham  when 


Wenona  Callender  Flavel  and  son, 
Harry  Melville  Flavel 


the  sailing  ship  Allegiance  grounded  on 
January  9, 1879  (which  he  helped  pull  off 
the  sand  of  Clatsop  Spit). 

On  June  5,  1879,  he  was  married  to 
Wenona  C.  Callender  at  the  residence  of 
her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melville  Philo 
Callender  of  Knappton,  Washington. 
There  was  a  common  business  associate 
between  the  families.  Mr.  Callender  was 
Asa  Simpson's  manager  of  the  Knappton 
sawmill.  Asa  Simpson  was  Captain 
George  Flavel's  partner  in  the  bar  pilot¬ 
ing  business. 

Their  first  house  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  8th  and  Grand  in  Astoria,  was 
built  as  a  wedding  present  by  George's 
grandfather,  Conrad  Boelling.  Here 
their  only  child,  Harry  Melville  Havel, 
was  bom  on  May  5, 1886.  (This  house  at 
818  Grand  Avenue  is  currently  the  home 
of  Tom  and  Debbie  Hannen,  and  is  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places.) 

The  river  steamer  Wenona,  was 
launched  July  21,  1888.  Named  for  his 
daughter,  Wenona  (Callender)  Havel,  it 
was  built  by  Melville  P.  Callender  and 
operated  between  Knappton  and 
Astoria. 

After  his  father  died  in  1893,  George 
C.  Havel  managed  the  family' s  extensive 
property  interests  and  became  Vice- 
President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Astoria  which  his  father  founded  in  1885. 
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The  Simpson  Sawmill  at  Knappton,  managed  by  Wenona  Callender  Flavel's  father. 
In  the  foreground  is  the  Knappton  schoolhouse.  (CCHS  photo  §3468-036.) 


New  Home  on  15th 

On  June  7,  1901,  Captain  George  C. 
Flavel  purchased  the  pioneer  Welch 
homestead  on  the  southwest  comer  of 
15th  and  Franklin  Streets  in  Astoria. 
Built  by  Joseph  W.  Suprenant,  Captain 
Flavel's  new  house  was  a  huge  magnifi¬ 
cent  home,  stately  and  imposing,  con¬ 
structed  of  the  finest  materials. 


Son  a  Football  Captain 

The  winter  before  building  their  new 
home,  George  and  Wenona  Havel  stayed 
in  Portland  where  son  Harry  Melville 
Havel  was  attending  Portland  Academy. 
The  next  few  years,  Harry  attended 
Astoria  High  School  where  he  was  Cap¬ 
tain  of  the  football  team  in  1902.  By  1904 
he  was  again  attending  Portland 
Academy  and  graduated  from  there  in 
1906. 


Harry  Melville  Flavel  in  his  Portland  Academy  sweater  at  an  ice  skating  party  on 
Smith  Lake,  January  17, 1907.  (CCHS  photo  §2970-147.) 
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Elizabeth  Patrician  Flavel 
(Photos  courtesy  of  Virginia  Johnson) 


Following  his  schooling,  Harry 
worked  at  the  Clatsop  Mill  under  his 
uncle,  Ralph  Dyer,  the  mill  manager. 

Harry  &  Elizabeth  Flavel 

When  they  were  both  eighteen,  Harry 
M.  Flavel  and  Elizabeth  A.  Patrician  were 
married  on  October  9,  1908,  at  the  15th 
Street  Astoria  home  of  the  groom's  uncle 
and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Cal¬ 
lender.  Three  children  were  born  in 
Astoria  to  Harry  and  Elizabeth  Flavel: 
George  Edward  Flavel  (1911),  Patricia 
Jean  Flavel  (1912),  and  Virginia  South- 
worth  Flavel  (1914).  They  were  still  pre¬ 
school  age,  Virginia  two  years  old,  when 
their  parents  were  divorced  in  1916. 
Virginia  accompanied  her  mother  to  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  George  and  Patricia  remained  in 
Astoria.  As  a  young  lady,  Patricia  was 
taken  under  the  wing  of  her  grand  aunt, 
Nellie  Flavel. 

Knappton  Towboat  Co. 

During  World  War  I,  Harry  Melville 
Flavel  worked  as  timekeeper  at  Wilson 
Shipyard,  and  for  a  time  attended  mili¬ 
tary  school  (ROTC)  at  the  University  of 


Capt.  George  Conrad  Flavel 
with  grandchildren, 
Patricia  Jean  and  George  Edward 


Oregon.  The  war  ended  as  he  was 
assigned  to  an  officer's  training  camp  in 
Texas. 

Callender  Navigation  was  founded 
by  his  grandfather,  Melville  ("Mel")  Cal¬ 
lender.  In  1919,  Harry  became 
associated  with  Knappton  Towboat 
Company,  which  had  consolidated  with 
the  Callender  Navigation  Company. 
Headquarters  was  the  Callender  dock  at 
the  foot  of  14th  Street.  Harry  remained 
with  the  company  16  years.  He  retired 
prior  to  World  War  II,  but  returned  for  a 
short  time  after  the  war. 

Flavel  Birthday  Parties 

In  the  8th  Street  Flavel  mansion  there 
were  family  reunions  and  joyous  times. 
Virginia  joined  Patricia  Flavel  in  Astoria 
in  September  of  1920.  For  their  birthdays 
that  year.  Miss  Nellie  took  them  to  a 
movie  matinee  and  brought  the  children 
back  to  a  festively  decorated  dining  room 
and  two  birthday  cakes,  one  at  each  end 
of  the  table. 
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New  Years  Open  House 

Mrs.  George  (Mary)  Flavel  revived  an 
old  social  custom  on  New  Years  Day, 
1 922,  by  holding  an  open  house  at  her  8th 
street  mansion.  The  custom  had  been 
discontinued  during  World  War  I. 
Attending  were  scores  of  prominent 
Astorians,  a  few  pioneers  and  many 
descendants  of  pioneers. 

George  C.  Flavel 

Captain  George  Conrad  Flavel  died 
suddenly  the  afternoon  of  February  18, 
1923  of  bronchial  pneumonia  at  the  age 
of  67.  Although  suffering  with  a  severe 
cold,  he  had  been  about  town  as  usual  the 
day  before.  Out  of  respect,  all  of  the 
banks  in  Astoria  were  closed  during  his 
services  on  February  20,  1923.  He  was 
survived  by  wife  Wenona,  son  Harry 
Melville,  mother  Mary,  sister  Nellie,  and 
grandchildren  George,  Patricia  and 
Virginia.  Harry  M.  Flavel  assumed  his 
father's  position  as  vice-president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Astoria,  and  the 
family's  property  management  duties. 

Helped  Rebuild  Astoria 

After  the  1922  Astoria  fire,  the  Havel 
family  erected  a  new  business  building 
on  the  corner  of  9th  and  Commercial 
Streets,  and  gave  seven  deeds  to  the  City 
of  Astoria  for  widening  the  streets. 

Harry  &  Florence  Flavel 

Harry  Melville  Havel  married  Miss 
Horence  Sherman  on  June  7, 1924,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Louis  C.  Sherman,  in  Eugene.  The  bride 
was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Oregon  in  1918,  and  had  taught  several 
years  at  Astoria  High  School.  The  groom 
was  Vice-president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Astoria.  (He  was  elected  Presi¬ 
dent  in  1926,  a  position  he  was  re-elected 
to  until  1933  when  the  bank  became  a 
branch  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Port¬ 
land.) 


(LtoR)  Mary  Louise,  Harry  Sherman 
and  Florence  Flavel,  at  the  Flavel 
House  in  1961.  (CCHS  photo  1889- 
OOF  courtesy  ofEathel  Abbey  Moore.) 

Bom  in  Astoria  to  Harry  and  Horence 
Havel  were  two  children:  Mary  Louise 
"Sissy"  Havel  (1925),  and  Harry  Sherman 
"Buddy"  Havel  (1927).  Mary  Louise  was 
salutatorian  when  she  graduated  from 
Astoria  High  School  in  1943. 

The  family  residence  at  627  Fifteenth 
Street  (built  in  1901  by  Captain  George  C. 
Flavel)  was  entered  in  1986  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
Mary  Louise  (Havel  Management)  looks 
after  the  family's  property  interests. 

Mary  C.  Flavel 

Astoria's  most  notable  pioneer  figure, 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Havel,  88  years  old,  passed 
away  at  her  home  on  January  7,  1928. 
Although  enfeebled  during  the  1927-28 
winter,  she  had  attended  church  on 
Christmas  day  1927.  Surviving  were 
daughter  Nellie  Havel,  daughter-in-law 
Wenona  (Callender)  Havel,  grandson 
Harry  M.  Havel,  and  five  great-grand¬ 
children. 
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Geoige  Edward  Flavel 

Mary's  oldest  grandchild  (Patricia 
and  Virginia  Ravel's  brother),  George 
Edward  Flavel,  died  a  year  later  on 
March  19,  1929,  from  an  operation  in  a 
Seattle  hospital.  He  was  17  and  about  to 
graduate  in  June  from  the  Moran  School 
for  Boys  on  Bainbridge  Island,  Washing¬ 
ton.  In  his  memory,  the  Astoria  Y.M.C.A. 
closed  during  his  services  on  March 
22nd.  In  June,  a  memorial  silver  cup  was 
given  to  the  Moran  School. 

Patricia's  Education 

After  her  mother's  death  in  1928, 
Nellie  Flavel  saw  to  it  that  her  grand¬ 
niece,  Patricia  Flavel,  received  a  proper 
education,  and  accompanied  her  to  each 
school. 

On  June  5,  1931,  Patricia  Ravel 
graduated  from  the  Sarah  Dix  Hamlin 
School  for  Girls  at  San  Francisco.  She 
had  entered  the  school  in  her  sophomore 


Nellie  Flavel 
(1858-1933) 


year,  was  elected  president  of  the  junior 
class,  served  as  president  of  the  Honor 
Society,  and  was  president  of  the  student 
body  during  her  senior  year.  Musically 
trained  by  Nellie,  she  was  school  accom¬ 
panist  playing  both  piano  and  accordion. 

In  September,  1931,  Patricia  entered  a 
finishing  school  on  the  Riviera  at  Cannes, 
southern  France.  In  January,  1932,  she 
attended  the  Paris  branch  of  the  New 
York  Finch  School  for  Girls.  They  re¬ 
turned  home  to  Astoria  in  late  June,  1932. 
Nellie  said  it  was  hot  in  both  New  York 
and  California  and  added  about  home: 
"The  air  here  is  wonderful  and  I  have 
been  spending  the  whole  morning  out  in 
the  garden."  It  was  the  last  summer 
Nellie  spent  in  the  Ravel  mansion. 

They  left  for  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  in  September,  1932,  where  Patricia 
entered  Vassar  College. 

Miss  Nellie  Ravel 

At  74  years,  a  sudden  heart  attack 
took  Miss  Nellie  Ravel  in  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York  on  January  19, 1933.  A  friend, 
Mrs.  Benjamin  D.  Holden  of  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  and  Miss  Patricia  Flavel  accom¬ 
panied  the  remains  back  to  lie  in  state  in 
her  Astoria  home  until  services  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church.  There  she 
had  been  both  organist  and  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  primary  Sunday  School  for 
many  years.  Miss  Nellie's  largest  cash 
bequest  was  to  her  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  but  she  also  remembered  the 
Alderbrook  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
College  of  Albany  and  the  Astoria 
Y.M.C.A. 

The  Ravel  mansion  and  a  beach 
house  in  Seaside  were  left  to  Miss  Patricia 
Ravel.  Patricia  and  Virginia  Ravel  were 
each  left  trust  funds  receiving  interest 
until  their  30th  year.  Harry  M.  Ravel 
received  the  remainder  of  Nellie's  real 
estate  and  stocks,  and  cash  bequests  were 
left  to  each  of  the  other  members  of  the 
family. 
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Patricia  Flavel 

Patricia  Ravel  returned  to  Vassar  Col¬ 
lege  and  at  the  completion  of  the  school 
year,  entered  Stanford  University  at  Palo 
Alto,  California  in  September.  She 
graduated  from  Stanford  in  June,  1936. 

Patricia  settled  at  Oakland,  California 
where  she  now  lives,  not  far  from  her 
sister,  Virginia  Johnson  and  family. 
Patricia  keeps  in  touch  with  her  Astoria 
friends,  Marjorie  (Canessa)  DuBois,  and 
Marjorie  Halderman  (author  of  "The  Ful¬ 
ton  Family,"  which  appeared  in  Cumtux, 
Summer,  1988). 

The  Clatsop  County  Historical 
Society  is  ever  grateful  to  Miss  Patricia 
Flavel  for  giving  her  family's  Victorian 
mansion  to  Clatsop  County  in  1936,  re¬ 
habilitated  by  the  society  as  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  museum  in  1951,  in  memory  of  her 
great-grandfather.  Captain  George 
Flavel,  and  the  pioneer  Flavel  family. 

Nellie  and  Patricia  (holding  the  cat) 
on  the  porch  of  the  Flavel  summer 
house  at  217  Beach  Drive,  Seaside, 
circa  1920s. 


Patricia  Flavel 
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Virginia  Fla vel  Johnson 

Virginia  Fla  vel  often  visited  her  Aunt 
Nellie  and  sister  Patricia  in  the  "big 
house"  at  Astoria,  and  the  summer  house 
in  Seaside. 

Virginia  is  the  only  member  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Ravel's  family  with  descendants. 
She  married  William  Frederick  Malen- 
fant  in  1931  (divorced  1952),  and  has  four 
children,  11  grandchildren  and  11  (soon 
to  be  14)  great-grandchildren.  She 
married  Robert  Johnson  in  1952 
(divorced  in  1954).  She  moved  to  Boyes 
Hot  Springs,  California  from  Oakland  in 
1966.  Her  children  and  families  are: 

William  F.  (Bill)  Malenfant  (1934) 
married  Sandra  Trapp  in  1957. 

Patricia  (Patsy)  Elizabeth  Malenfant 
(1936)  married  Marvin  Bridgeman  in 
1954.  Patsy's  daughter  is  Mrs.  Bob 
(Tracy)  Curnutte  (children  Stefan  and 
Brittany),  son  Mark  Bridgeman  (children 
Richy,  Marky  and  Cari),  and  by  a  second 
marriage  her  son  Mahlon  Clem  (children 
Megan  and  Sabrina). 

Penelope  (Penny)  Virginia  Malenfant 
(1939)  married  James  Marshall  in  1964. 
Penny  has  two  children,  Jamie  Marshall, 
and  Mrs.  Mark  (Kathy)  Parsons. 


Virginia  Ravel  Malenfant  (1941) 
married  Robert  Collins  in  1960.  They 
have  six  children:  Paul  Collins  died  in  an 
1984  auto  accident  leaving  one  son, 
Casey;  Mrs.  Dave  (Jennifer)  Couche  has 
a  daughter,  Chloe;  Mrs.  Scott  (Christine) 
Moore  has  a  son  Andrew;  David  Collins 
has  a  daughter,  Lauren;  Danny  Collins  is 
in  high  school;  and  Timothy  Collins  is  in 
grammar  school. 

Many  of  the  Ravel  family  photo¬ 
graphs  in  this  publication  are  courtesy  of 
Mrs.  Virginia  Johnson.  In  her  family  are 
beautiful  dresses,  hats  and  parasols  that 
were  Aunt  Nellie's  and  Katie's,  and 
framed  floral  paintings  —  the  artistry  of 
"Wamma,"  as  they  affectionately  called 
grandmother  Mary  Ravel. 

Wenona  (Callender)  Ravel 

Mrs.  George  C.  (Wenona)  Flavel,  83 
years,  died  on  December  27,  1944.  She 
was  born  on  May  12, 1861  in  Green,  New 
York,  leaving  there  with  her  parents, 
Melville  Philo  Callender  (1837-1916)  and 
Julia  Pelton  (1841-1928),  when  she  was 
five  years  old.  In  1866  they  departed  by 
steamship,  crossed  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  and  boarded  another  steamship 
to  San  Francisco  and  on  to  Astoria.  They 
first  stayed  on  Clatsop  Plains  with  her 
grandparents.  Judge  Philo  and  Anna  M. 
Callender,  then  moved  to  Knappton, 
Washington  where  her  father  was 
manager  of  the  Simpson  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  for  30  years.  There  she  lived  until 
her  marriage  to  George  Conrad  Ravel  on 
June  5,  1879.  Her  grandmother  on  her 
mother's  side  was  Mrs.  Frederick  B. 
(Harriet  A.  Pelton)  Derby  (1819-1915), 
born  in  Charleston,  New  Hampshire, 
daughter  of  Lester  Fling.  Mrs.  Derby 
came  to  Astoria  in  1875  and  for  a  time 
owned  a  millinery  and  corset  store  at  153 
Main  (9th)  Street. 

"Nona"  Ravel  was  very  active  doing 
Red  Cross  work  during  both  World 
Wars.  Besides  her  son  Harry  (to  whom 
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she  left  her  home)  and  his  family,  she  was 
survived  by  her  brother,  Charles  H. 
Callender  of  Astoria;  niece  Wenona  Dyer 
of  Honolulu,  Hawaii;  and  three 
nephews,  Joseph  Dyer  of  Astoria,  Curtis 
Dyer  of  San  Francisco,  and  Melville 
Callender  of  Oregon  City. 

Wenona's  sister,  Annie,  married 
Ralph  Dyer,  and  their  children  were 
Joseph  (whose  son  is  Thomas  R.  Dyer, 
Seattle),  Wenona  Dyer  Martin,  and  Cur¬ 
tis  (whose  sons  are  Curtis  and  Adrian  M. 
Dyer).  Wenona's  brother,  Charles  H.  Cal¬ 
lender  had  a  son,  Mel  (whose  daughters 
are  Barbara  Gibson,  and  Sue  Cox). 

Harry  Melville  Flavel 

Harry  M.  Flavel,  65  years,  died  at  his 
Astoria  residence  on  October  26,  1951. 
Survivors  were  his  wife,  Florence  (Sher¬ 
man)  Flavel,  four  children:  Patricia  Jean 
Flavel,  Oakland,  California;  Mrs. 
Virginia  (Flavel)  Malenfant  Johnson, 
Oakland,  California;  Mary  Louise  Flavel, 
Astoria;  and  Harry  Sherman  Flavel, 
Astoria;  and  four  grandchildren:  Bill, 
Patsy,  Penny  and  Virginia  Malenfant. 

Fred  Meyer  (founder  of  Fred  Meyer 
stores),  John  Brix  and  Melville  Callender 
of  Portland,  and  Joseph  Dyer,  Phil 
Cherry  and  Allen  Cellars  of  Astoria  were 
casket  bearers,  and  there  were  many 


honorary  bearers  —  the  long  list  reveal¬ 
ing  the  influence  of  and  respect  for  this 
man  and  his  family.  This  was  the  same 
year  that  the  Flavel  House  Museum  was 
established,  and  many  of  these  same  in¬ 
dividuals  and  families  have  contributed 
substantially  to  its  rehabilitation  and 
collections  over  the  years. 
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Adorable  snapshot  of 
Virginia  Johnson 
with  grandson 
Timothy  Collins 
(right)  and  four  of  her 
great-grandchildren, 
in  1985.  The  children 
are  sixth  and  seventh 
generation  descen¬ 
dants  of  Captain 
George  Flavel  who 
built  the  Flavel 
House  in  1885. 

(Photos  courtesy  of 
Virginia  Johnson) 


fCavel SdoteC  and  Seaport 


FLAVEL,  OREGON  — once  a  mag¬ 
nificent  seaport  and  rail  terminal  — 
was  named  for  Captain  George  Flavel. 
The  first  Flavel,  Oregon  post  office  was 
established  four  miles  northwest  of 
Warrenton,  on  the  west  shore  of  Youngs 
Bay,  on  November  22, 1895,  postmaster 
Ellen  M.  Lally  (a  merchant  in  the  town). 
Seventy  some  residents  were  listed  as 
living  in  Flavel,  Oregon  in  Dellinger's 
1896  City  Directory,  including  J.  W. 
Munson,  Point  Adams  Lighthouse 
keeper  and  those  in  the  life  saving  ser¬ 
vice.  However,  that  post  office  was 
renamed  Hammond  on  June  10, 1897. 

The  second  Flavel,  Oregon  rose  at 
Tansy  Point  in  18%  when  the  Hotel 
Flavel  Company  was  organized  to  build 
the  luxury  hotel,  and  Corey  Bros,  re¬ 
ceived  the  contract  to  build  the  wharf. 
Ground-breaking  for  the  hotel  construc¬ 
tion  occurred  in  June,  18%.  Construction 
of  the  railway  terminal  began,  and  the 
first  train  from  the  Seaside  to  Youngs  Bay 
line  arrived  at  Havel,  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Warrenton,  on  July  17, 1896. 
In  August,  18%  the  first  dock  at  Havel 
was  named  Chelmsford  Wharf  in  honor 
of  the  first  ship  to  dock  there.  Western 
Union  had  installed  a  line  to  Havel  on 
February  5, 1897. 

Flavel  Hotel  Opened,  1897 
The  first  guests  to  sign  the  Havel 
Hotel  register  on  the  grand  opening  day. 
May  22, 1897,  included  Captain  Havel's 
three  children,  George  C.  Havel,  Nellie 
Havel  and  Katie  Havel. 

The  Havel  Hotel  had  90  rooms  and  a 
staff  of  25.  The  north  wing  alone 
measured  160  feet.  Hotel  guests  enjoyed 
a  pool  room,  saloon,  bowling  alley,  ten¬ 
nis  courts,  extensive  gardens,  and  its 


own  electricity  generating  plant.  Well- 
to-do  Portlanders  spent  the  summer 
there  that  year,  and  a  Wells  Fargo  &  Co. 
office  opened  in  July.  A  new  Havel  post 
office  opened  at  the  hotel  on  June  27, 

1897,  John  Bays  postmaster. 

School  Opened;  Hotel  Closed 

As  was  customary  in  those  days, 
when  summer  ended  and  school  started, 
the  holiday  was  over  and  everyone  re¬ 
turned  home.  The  Havel  Hotel  lost  most 
of  its  guests  in  September,  1897.  By 
December,  to  help  settle  numerous 
claims,  the  hotel's  owners  sold  its  furni¬ 
ture  and  fixtures. 

Flavel  Plans  Proceeded 

J.  M.  Turney  became  postmaster  of 
Havel  on  January  15,  1900,  and  work 
began  on  a  700  by  150  foot  warehouse  in 
July,  1900.  Contractor  Fastabend  had 
renovated  the  Havel  wharf  in  1902. 
Although  linked  by  rail  to  Portland  in 

1 898,  commerce  did  not  develop  at  Havel 
as  had  been  expected. 

Hotel  Foreclosed,  1906 

Ammon  J.  Taylor  was  postmaster  of 
Havel  in  1906,  described  in  the  Polk 
directory  as  "the  watering  place  for  fash¬ 
ionable  persons  of  the  Pacific  states."  At 
the  close  of  summer,  1906,  the  mortgage 
on  the  Flavel  Hotel  was  foreclosed.  Sea¬ 
port  activity  at  Havel  ceased,  and  the 
railway  wharf  was  condemned  in  1908. 

Ocean  Liners  Terminal,  1914 

New  life  was  given  to  Havel  when 
Samuel  H.  Brown  purchased  the  Havel 
Hotel  in  1914,  and  Louis  H.  Hill, 
President  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
announced  plans  to  build  large  terminal 
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docks  for  the  Hill  Steamship  Line  at 
Flavel.  In  order  to  compete  with  the 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  the  Great 
Northern  would  offer  fast  and  elegant 
ocean  finer  service  from  Flavel  to  San 
Francisco. 

Hill  built  a  huge  dock  at  Flavel  costing 
$300,000  and  purchased  two  ships,  the 
Great  Northern  and  the  Northern  Pacific, 
for  $5  million.  Five  hundred  feet  long 
each  and  built  at  Philadelphia,  they  were 
designed  to  travel  from  Flavel  to  San 
Francisco  in  24  hours.  Capable  of  carry¬ 
ing  900  passengers  in  luxury,  they  were 
called  the  'Twin  Palaces  of  the  Pacific." 

Flavel  boomed  again,  and  was  an¬ 
nexed  into  the  City  of  Warrenton.  Huge 
advertisements  appeared  in  Portland 
newspapers  to  buy  land  in  'The  Great 
New  Seaport  F-L-A-V-E-L." 


Maiden  Voyage  March  1915 

Seven  thousand  people  jammed  the 
Flavel  docks  on  March  16, 1915  to  see  the 
Great  Northern  arrive,  bringing  600 
passengers  from  San  Francisco.  Special 
trains  arrived  to  continue  the  passengers 
on  their  way.  Arriving  on  the  Great 
Northern  on  its  maiden  voyage  from  San 
Francisco  were  Mrs.  George  (Mary) 
Flavel  and  her  daughter.  Miss  Nellie 
Flavel. 

Dual  Ship  Service  Short 

The  sister  ship.  Northern  Pacific  began 
service  a  month  later,  bringing  206  pas¬ 
sengers  from  San  Francisco.  The  trains 
were  the  finest  in  the  country,  each  with 
six  to  eight  luxury  steel  cars.  During  the 
summer  of  1915,  three  thousand  pas¬ 
sengers  used  the  new  ships  and  trains 
each  week.  But  business  slacked  off  con¬ 
siderably  by  the  fall  of  1915,  so  one  of  the 


The  Flavel  Hotel  (1897-1937),  original  home  of  the  pool  table  on  exhibit  in  the 
basement  of  the  Flavel  House  museum.  (CCHS  photo  #2705-800.) 


Arrival  at  Flavel  terminal  of  a  Great  Northern  steamship  from  San  Francisco. 

(CCHS  photo  #4415-343.) 


ships  was  taken  off  the  run  and  went  to 
Hawaii. 

Became  Troop  Transports 

In  October,  1917,  both  luxury  liners 
were  sold  to  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment  for  about  half  of  what  they  cost,  and 
were  converted  for  use  as  troop  trans¬ 
ports  to  Europe  during  World  War  I. 

The  Flavel  Hotel  closed  the  same 
month  the  ocean  liners  were  sold,  and  the 
same  year  was  foreclosed  by  the  Scandi- 
navian-American  Savings  Bank  of 
Astoria. 

Fate  of  Ships 

After  the  war,  the  Admiral  Line  pur¬ 
chased  the  Northern  Pacific  in  1921,  in¬ 
tending  to  put  it  back  on  the  Flavel  to  San 
Francisco  run.  However,  the  ship  caught 
fire  and  sank  on  the  east  coast  in  1922. 

The  Great  Northern  was  renamed  the 
H.  F.  Alexander  and  ran  between  Seattle 
and  San  Francisco.  During  World  War 
II,  it  was  again  converted  to  a  troop  trans¬ 
port.  Finally  it  was  scrapped  after  the 
war,  in  1948. 

End  of  Flavel 

Hotel  Havel  was  leased  by  the  Astoria 
Iron  Works  in  1918,  as  apartments  for 
their  employees.  In  1920,  the  hotel  was 
sold  to  the  Lewis  &  Clark  Development 
Co.  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Rosenberg  operated  a 
sanitarium  in  the  hotel  for  a  few  months. 


In  1921,  two  Portland  men  opened  the 
hotel  as  a  "Highway  Inn."  The  hotel 
changed  owners,  sold  to  Max  Lued- 
deman  of  Portland,  then  to  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Frank  Godfrey  of  Seaside  in  1926.  It  was 
used  for  a  time  as  apartments  by  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  Barbey  Packing  Company 
which  had  a  fish  cannery  at  the  docks 
where  the  ocean  liners  had  once  landed. 

In  1921,  the  Great  Northern  Steam¬ 
ship  Company  sold  the  ship  terminals  to 
the  S  P  &  S  Railway.  Little  of  the  $350,000 
land  purchase  price  was  ever  paid.  Mrs. 
Mary  Havel  sued  for  foreclosure  in  1924. 
The  docks  were  torn  down  in  1930.  Circa 
1935,  the  Santa  Cruz  Oil  Company  of 
California  built  a  large  pilchard  reduc¬ 
tion  plant  on  the  site  of  the  old  Havel 
docks. 

After  being  vacant  some  years,  the 
Havel  Hotel  reverted  to  Clatsop  County 
in  1936.  The  state  fire  marshall  con¬ 
demned  the  once  luxury  hotel  as  a  fire 
trap  in  1937,  and  it  was  turned  over  to  the 
City  of  Warrenton  to  be  wrecked.  War- 
renton's  community  hall  had  burned 
down  a  few  years  before,  so  a  new  com¬ 
munity  hall  was  built  in  1937  almost  en¬ 
tirely  from  the  old  Havel  Hotel. 
Remaining  lumber  helped  build  some  30 
homes  between  Warrenton  and  Ham¬ 
mond.  Foundation  timbers  were  used  in 
small  bridges.  There's  a  little  of  Havel  in 
many  of  those  places  still. 

Havel  is  now  known  as  Tansy  Point. 
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Clatsop  County  historical  Society 

By  Vera  Gault 


HIS  ORGANIZATION  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  Oregon  Pioneer 
Historical  Society  established  here  in 
1871,  when  the  settlers  became  aware  of 
the  historical  significance  of  the  region 
they  were  developing.  Through  the 
pioneer  Society,  they  set  about  record¬ 
ing  and  preserving  the  history  of  the 
region;  but  as  their  numbers  dwindled, 
so  did  the  organization. 

First  County  Museum 

However,  an  urgency  for  historical 
preservation  continued.  Circa  1921,  a 
group  was  organized  as  the  Clatsop 
County  Historical  Society  by  Judges  John 
Q.  A.  Bowlby  and  John  A.  Buchanan. 
They  installed  glass  cases  in  the  corridors 
of  the  Clatsop  County  Court  House  and 
hung  framed  photographs  of  early 
scenes  on  the  walls.  Among  the  old 
documents  and  letters  displayed  in  the 
cases  was  the  first  recorded  donation,  a 
plat  of  the  original  fort  at  Astoria,  given 
by  the  Kiwanis  Club  on  December  23, 
1927.  This  project  in  the  Court  House 
marked  the  beginning  of  a  county 
museum. 

Reorganized  After  WW II 

The  Clatsop  County  Historical 
Society  reorganized  in  1945  at  the  close 
of  World  War  II  with  C.  L.  Rogers, 
president.  One  of  its  first  assignments 
was  to  supervise  and  maintain  the  salt 
cairn  at  Seaside. 

Flavel  House  Museum,  1951 

During  the  post-war  years,  the  Flavel 
House  (given  to  Clatsop  County  in  1936 
by  Miss  Patricia  Flavel)  stood  vacant, 
plaster  falling,  windows  broken,  roof 
leaking.  Talk  of  tearing  "the  old  eyesore" 


down  spurred  the  formation  of  a  Havel 
Memorial  Committee.  Under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Judge  Guy  Boyington,  the  com¬ 
mittee  merged  with  the  Historical 
Society,  which  in  turn  conferred  with  the 
Clatsop  County  Court.  The  solution:  in 
1951,  the  Clatsop  County  Historical 
Society  became  the  manager  of  Havel 
House,  responsible  for  its  care  and  main¬ 
tenance,  while  the  county  continued  to 
hold  ownership. 

With  this  legal  responsibility  and  a 
$2,000  gift  from  Louis  "Fritz"  Sovey, 
former  Astorian  living  in  California,  the 
Historical  Society  came  of  age,  and  the 
work  began.  Members  and  all  the  re¬ 
cruits  they  could  muster  held  weekly 
work  parties.  They  swept  up  piles  of 
plaster,  pushed  wheelbarrows  of  trash, 
cleaned  the  grounds,  and  planted 
flowers.  By  April  1952,  they  were  finally 
able  to  move  the  glass  cases  and  artifacts 
from  the  courthouse  to  Havel  House,  the 
county's  new  museum  and  headquarters 
for  the  Society. 

The  efforts  of  hard-working  members 
and  many  community  organizations 
have  accomplished  steady  progress  in 
the  rehabilitation  of  this  unique  Vic¬ 
torian  edifice,  with  the  result  that  the 
Havel  House  in  Astoria  is  one  of  the 
showplaces  of  Oregon. 

Through  the  years,  the  Society  has 
suffered  growing  pains  —  so  much  work 
to  be  done,  and  so  few  workers.  Yet 
progress  has  been  steady,  from  a  list  of 
60  members  in  1951  to  nearly  1,200  in 
1991;  from  136  visitors  during  the  first 
tourist  weekend  to  more  than  40,000  for 
the  year  1990. 

The  minutes  of  business  meetings  re¬ 
ported  over  and  over  the  names  of  some 
of  the  dedicated  workers  who  brought 
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about  the  progress:  Walter  Johnson,  Dr. 
R.  W.  Kullberg,  Leola  Ball,  Charles 
Dodge,  Phillippa  Seabrook,  Alta  Schalk, 
Bumby  Bell,  Gene  Ettro  and  A1  Mittet. 
Special  tributes  were  recorded  upon  oc¬ 
casion  to  some  who  had  given  extended 
service:  Otto  Owen  served  eight  years  as 
president  and  Captain  Ray  Collins  held 
the  office  for  six  years  plus  served  in¬ 
terim  Director  terms.  Michael  Foster 
served  five  years  as  president.  John 
Wicks  and  William  Foster  served  long 
terms  as  treasurer,  and  May  Miller  gave 
30  years  of  dedicated  service  in  numer¬ 
ous  capacities. 

During  the  past  decade,  the  Ravel 
House  received  special  attention  by  two 
dedicated  individuals:  Jean  Anderson 
and  Capt.  Ray  Collins. 

[We  thank  and  appreciate  all  of  our 
past  officers,  board  members,  staff,  vol¬ 
unteers  and  members  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  so  much  to  the  success  of  the 
organization  and  museums.  — Editor] 

Heritage  Museum,  1985 

Other  accomplishments  through  the 
years  have  extended  the  responsibilities 
of  the  Society.  In  1980  members  voted  to 
undertake  the  purchase  and  rehabilita¬ 
tion  of  the  former  1904-05  Astoria  City 
Hall  at  16th  and  Exchange  Streets,  a 
stately  neo-classical  building  which  had 
served  as  USO  headquarters,  then 
housed  the  Columbia  River  Maritime 
Museum  until  it  moved  to  its  new  build¬ 
ing  in  1982.  This  acquisition  provided 
room  for  much  needed  administrative 
offices,  for  the  Society  now  had  need  for 
a  full-time  director.  There  was  also  a 
need  for  a  general  museum,  allowing 
Flavel  House  to  be  displayed  as  an 
authentic  Victorian  home.  Under  the 
guidance  of  Director  Gloria  Richards  and 
Director  Dr.  Stephen  Recken,  some 
corporate  grants  were  received.  Other 
funds  for  the  purchase  came  from 
donated  materials  and  labor,  special 
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events  and  generous  contributors.  It  was 
a  great  day  for  the  Clatsop  County  His¬ 
torical  Society  when  in  1985,  business 
manager  Darlene  Felkins  wrote  a  check 
for  $140,000  for  the  complete  purchase  of 
the  building. 

Heritage  Museum  exhibits  include 
native  Americans,  explorers,  pioneer  life, 
ethnic  history,  logging,  fishing,  plus  art 
and  photographic  collections. 

Firefighters  Museum,  1989 

In  1989,  the  Society  acquired  a  third 
property,  the  Uppertown  Fire  Station  at 
30th  and  Marine  Drive,  now  open  as  a 
museum  of  historic  firefighting  equip¬ 
ment  including  a  wooden  1877  LaFrance 
Hook  &  Ladder  wagon  and  a  1912  La¬ 
France  fire  engine,  with  a  fascinating 
array  of  associated  tools  and  gear. 

Society  Accomplishments 

One  of  the  early  projects  of  the  Society 
was  the  restoration  of  Fort  Clatsop  for  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Sesqui-Centennial  in 
1955.  The  replica  was  acquired  by  the 
National  Park  Service  in  1958  as  a 
National  Memorial. 

Other  accomplishments  of  the  Society 
included  the  location  and  development 
of  the  site  of  the  original  fort  at  Astoria 
and  marking  the  grave  of  Dr.  Bethenia 
Owens-Adair.  The  Society,  through  the 
efforts  of  long-time  member  Bruce 
Berney,  traced  the  story  of  Ranald  Mac¬ 
Donald,  native  Astorian  who  became  the 
first  teacher  of  English  in  Japan.  His 
granite  monument  with  legend  en¬ 
graved  in  both  English  and  Japanese 
stands  in  Fort  Astoria  Park. 

The  Society  initiated  the  placement  of 
the  Clatsop  Indian  burial  canoe  at  the 
Astoria  Column  on  Coxcomb  Hill.  In  the 
1950s  the  Society  formed  a  committee  to 
explore  ways  to  enhance  the  region's 
maritime  history.  The  unique  Columbia 
River  Maritime  Museum  grew  from  the 
initial  efforts  of  this  committee. 


The  organization  publishes  newslet¬ 
ters  for  its  members  and  a  historical  quar¬ 
terly,  Cumtux,  a  Chinook  Jargon  word 
meaning  "to  know,  to  inform."  Through 
the  efforts  of  Roger  Tetlow,  Evelyn 
Hankel,  Walt  Vemstrom,  Jim  Dennon, 
and  all  important  contributors,  the 
publication  has  won  recognition  for 
excellence  in  the  field. 

Regional  Resource 

Now  forty  years  since  formally  incor¬ 
porated  in  1951,  the  Clatsop  County  His¬ 
torical  Society  not  only  operates  three 
museum  showplaces,  it  provides  cul¬ 
tural  resources  for  the  entire  North  Coast 
region.  Under  the  guidance  of  staff  and 
volunteers,  it  offers  educational  tours  to 
students  and  adults  on  a  daily  schedule 
and  by  appointment;  publishes 
significant  historical  data,  and  arranges 
public  programs  and  events  of  historical 
interest. 

Researchers  find  a  wealth  of  material 
in  the  museum's  collections  which  in¬ 
clude  10,000  photographs  and  15,000 
three-dimensional  artifacts  as  well  as 
20,000  documents. 

Now  through  its  specialized  staff  and 
many  dedicated  volunteers,  the  Clatsop 
County  Historical  Society  continues  its 
charter  responsibilities  of  "recording, 
preserving  and  exhibiting"  the  history  of 
the  region.  It  carries  on  these  duties  in  the 
very  spot  where  northwest  history  began 
in  1811  with  the  establishment  of  the  fur 
trading  post  named  Astoria,  first 
American  settlement  west  of  the  Rocky 
mountains. 


Society  Presidents 


1945-1947 

C.  Lawrence  Rogers 

1948-1950 

Walter  Johnson 

1951-1952 

Dr.  R.  W.  Kullberg 

1953-1961 

Otto  Owen 

1962 

Alta  Schalk 

1963 

Ed  Johnson 

1964 

Eldon  Brackett 

1965-1967 

Capt.  Jack  DeSassise 

1968-1969 

James  Thomson 

1970-1972 

Capt.  Harvey  J.  Schroeder 

1973 

Verne  Stratton 

1974-1979 

Capt.  Ray  Collins 

1980-1982 

Sam  Foster 

1983-1987 

Michael  Foster 

1988 

Heather  Reynolds 

1988-1989 

Bruce  Bemey 

1990- 

Carol  Haskell 

Society  Directors 

1979 

Daniel  Robertson 
(PSU  intern) 

1980-1982 

Gloria  Richards 

1983 

Aneta  Englund 

1983-1986 

Dr.  Stephen  Recken 

1987 

Capt.  Ray  Collins  (Interim) 

1987-1988 

Dr.  Burton  Williams 

1988 

Capt.  Ray  Collins  (Interim) 

1988-1990 

John  Cooper 

1991 

Darlene  Felkins  (Interim) 

1991- 

Karen  Broenneke 

For  her  many  contributions  of  recording  our  re¬ 
gion's  history,  Vera  Whitney  Gault  is  an  honored 
recipient  of  the  George  Award.  She  wrote  the 
"Then  and  Now"  historical  column  in  The  Daily 
Astorian,  and  is  author  of:  "A  Walking  Tour  of 
Astoria,"  "Brief  History  of  Astoria,"  and  "The 
As  tors  &  Astoria." 


CCHS  Memberships 

Annual  CCHS  memberships  are:  $15  Student,  $25  Individual,  $50  Family  (or 
outside  the  USA),  $75  Contributing,  $100  Patron,  $200  Business,  $250  Sustain¬ 
ing,  $500  Benefactor,  $1,000  Life  Member,  and  $1,000  Corporate  Member.  To  join 
or  for  additional  information,  write  or  call  the  Clatsop  County  Historical  Society, 

1618  Exchange  Street,  Astoria,  Oregon  97103,  phone  (503)  325-2203. 
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The  Corporate  Membership  Program  provides 
important  financial  support. 

The  Clatsop  County  Historical  Society  gratefully 
acknowledges  these 
Corporate  Friends  of  CCHS  Members 

City  Liquidators,  Portland 
The  Daily  Astorian,  Astoria 
Wecoma  Partners  Ltd.,  Astoria 
U.  S.  Bancorp  —  U.  S.  Bank,  Astoria 
Pacific  Power  &  Light,  Astoria 
First  Interstate  Bank,  Astoria 
Bank  of  America,  Oregon 
Bank  of  Astoria 
Wadsworth  Electric,  Astoria 


Please  Join  Us! 

CCHS  Members  Receive 
CUMTUX  Quarterly  Journal 
— Newsletters 

—Free  Admission  to  the  Flavel  House ,  Heritage 
Museum,  and  Uppertown  Firefighters  Museum 
— 10%  Discount  at  Gift  Shop 
Invitations  to  Lectures  and  Social  Events 

CLATSOP  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

1618  Exchange  Street,  Astoria,  OR  97103  —  (503)  325-2203 


llV*- 


The  Barkentine 
Jane  A.  Falkenberg 
Painting  by  Cleveland  Rockwell 


Library  Fireplace 
Hand  carved  mahogany. 

Tile  surround  from  Algiers. 
(Photographs  by  Andrew  E.  Cier ) 


Formal  Parlor 

French  art  glass  chandelier. 

Belgian  sideboard. 

Chinese  carpet. 

Marshall  &  Weldon  piano. 

Entry  shown  to  Library 
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